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Toém tat

Vao nhitng thip nién dau thé ky XX, truyén tho Quoc ngit Nam Ky dwoc xudt ban, tdi ban véi s6
lieong 16m va bay ban phé bién khdp cdc hiéu sach véi gia binh dan. Thoi d6, truyén tho Quoc ngir
duwoe nguoi dan Nam Ky luc tinh yéu chuéng. Tuy nhién, do diéu kién lich sit va nhu cau thiwdng
thitc vin chwong ciia ngwoi dan thay doi nén tir gista thé ky XX logi hinh vin chwong ndy dan mai
mét va bi lang quén. Trong pham vi bai viét, ching t6i gidi thiéu hoan canh ra doi, thi truong va
tiép nhin cia ngwoi doc ddi véi truyén tho Quoc ngit Nam Ky.
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Verse-narrative written in Vietnamese Romanized script in Southern Vietnam
— A forgetful literary genre
Abstract
In the early decades of the 20th century, verse-narrative written in Vietnamese Romanized script
in Southern Vietnam was published and republished massively and sold in most of the bookstores
with the reasonable price. At this time, the verse-narative was appreciated by readers from the six
southern provinces. Due to the historical conditions and changes in people’s demands for reading
literary works, however, this form of literature has become unpopular and neglectful since the mid-
twentieth century. Within the scope of this study, the advent of this literary genre, the market, and
the readers’ reaction to verse-narrative written in Vietnamese Romanized script in the south of

Vietham are presented.

Keywords: Verse-narrative, Vietnamese Romanized script, Southern Vietnam.

1. Hoan canh ra doi cia truyén tho Qudc
ngir Nam Ky

Chinh sdch thay déi hé thong chiv viét &
Nam Ky

Cudi thé ky XIX, Nam Ky 1a thudc dia do
nguoi Phap truc tiép cai tri v&i mot hé théng luat
phap ciia mau qudc. Pung dau Nam Ky la
Théng ddc va bén dudi 1a cac chi tinh ngudi
Phap. Nha cam quyén Phap ap dung nhiéu chinh
sach dé tién hanh cai tri Nam Ky trén tit ca cac
linh vyc cta doi sbng x3 hoi. Thay duoc tim
quan trong ctia gido duc, nha cAm quyén Phap
d4 str dung n6 nhu mot cong cy thdng tri, pha bo
rao can vé sy bt dong ngdn ngir bang cach ap
dat nén giao duc méi day chit Phap, chir Quéc

ngit trong trudng hoc thay thé chit Nho.

Theo Nguyén Vin Trung (1974), chinh
quyén thuc dan chinh thirc dung chit Qudc ngir
trong hanh chinh vao nam 1869, dugc danh dau
bang Nghi dinh 22/2/1869 cua thong déc Nam
Ky, quy dinh bat budc dung chir viét cua tiéng
An Nam biang mdu tu La tinh (chit Qudc ngi)
trong gidy to chinh thirc. Nhung muoi nim sau,
voi nghi dinh 6/4/1878, ngudi Phap moi thuc sy
thi hanh viéc cudng bach dung chit Qubc ngi
trong hanh chinh. “Viéc cudng bach dung chit
Qudc ngir trong hanh chanh va hoc chanh dugc
nha cidm quyén Phép (cac Dé dbc) coi nhu mot
chinh sach quan trong hang dau” (Nguyén Vin
Trung, 1974: 26). Bén canh nhitng nghi dinh
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mang tinh bit budc, nha cdm quyén Phap con
khuyén khich bang tién thuéng cho nhimg gido
vién day chit Qudc ngit va trao giai thuong cho
ngudi Phap hoc chit Quéc ngit nham thuc diy
nhanh viéc truyén ba chir Quéc ngti, phuc vu
chinh sach dong héa & Nam Ky noi riéng & Viét
Nam noi chung.

Nha cidm quyén Phap chdp nhan chit Qubc
ngit 1am ngdn ngit chung va quyét tim x6a bo
chit Nho vi cho d6 1a mot vat can 16n déi voi su
phat trién nén van minh Au chau. Théng dbc
Nam Ky ban hanh Nghi dinh 14/6/1880: “Mdi
lang, thi x4 ctua Tong khong c6 truong Phap sé
thiét 1ap mot truong day Qudc ngir”. Pong thoi,
nha cdm quyén Phap 4ap dung chinh sich
“thuéng 200 quan mdi nam” (Nguyén Vin
Trung, 1974: 40) cho gido vién day chir Qudc
ngit ¢6 day thém tiéng Phap, phat mién phi Gia
Pinh bdo — Td bao qudc ngir dau tién & Nam Ky
— va ban dich bé Hinh luét bang chit Qubc ngi
cho Ly truong céac lang & Nam Ky.

Dau thé ky XX, nén gido duc méi & Nam Ky
da dao tao dugc mot ddi ngii tri thuc Tay hoc -
mot tang 16p méi trong xa hoi Nam Ky. Truong
Vinh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua, Truong Minh Ky,
Nguyén Trong Quan, Tran Chanh Chiéu, Pang
L& Nghi, Tran Phong Séc 1a nhiig tri thirc & Nam
Ky chiu anh huéng ctia nén van hoa Phap vira
thong thao chit Qubc ngit vira c6 mdt nén ting
gido duc truyén thong rét viing chic. Ho bt dau
nhiing cong viéc nhu phién am, dich thuat, viét
béo, sang tac van hoc bang chit Qudc ngir. Doi
tuong doc gia & Nam Ky luc by gio chu yéu 1a
tang 16p cong chiing thi dan va vién chirc nhé c6
thi hiéu tham my binh dan. Ho quan tim nhiéu
dén su kién, cbt truyén, tinh tiét ly ky va it cha y
vé ngdn ngit va nghé thut vin chuong. Vi thé,
noi dung truyén tho Nom binh dan rat phu hop véi
thi hiéu ctia ho. Nhung cac 4n phiam in Nom ngay
cang khong phu hgp voi chinh sach ngon ngir -
gido duc cta thuc dan Phéap. Sy thoai trao cta 4n
pham Nom d tao ra mot khoang tréng, doi hoi
phai co mot loai 4n pham khac vai thi van ty ngay
cang tré nén thong dung hon dé thay thé. Vi vay,
cong viéc can lam va c6 thé 1am ngay dugc 1a dem
cac truyén tho Nom va truyén van xuoi chitr Han
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san c6 phién am, phién dich ra chit Qudc ngir. Dy
1 thoi ky giao thoi chuyén dan tir vin hoc Nom
sang van hoc Qudc ngit, nhimg tac pham nhu
truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky ra doi va chiém sb
luong lon trén thi trudong chir nghia.

Vi vay, viéc phién &m NoOm ra Quéc ng,
soan lai “bon cii”, dat “tho méi”, “tho hau” ciing
dugc cac tri thure Nam Ky quan tdm hon. Co6 khi
ho chu dong bién soan roi gui nha in thuc hién
cac cong doan con lai dé xuat ban tac pham va
trén trang bia chi ghi tén tac gia, nhu Chiéu
Qudn céng Ho cua Huynh Tinh Cua (1906),
Chang Nhdi cia Lé Duy Thién (1929), hay
Hang Vo biét Ngu Co cia Hoang Minh Tu
(1930). Phd bién nhat 1a ho bién soan rdi ban
ban quyén cho nguoi khac, cha bon ¢ thé 1a ca
nhan hodc hiéu sach, nha in vi thé trén trang bia
phan biét rat rd tén tac gia, tén ngudi xut ban
va ban quyén thudc vé ai. Ciing c6 khi cac hiéu
sach ho “dat hang” cho cac tac gia bién soan,
lam méi nhing tac pham da co, nhu Pirc Tin
Thu Xa da “mudn ngudi dich lya cau van hay
va dung nghia, in theo 16i kim thoi dé doc gia dé
doc” (Lé Duy Thién, 1929: 32) hay “Tho Muc
Lién Thanh Pé va tho Lam Sanh Lam Thogi xua
su tich mo mang, b6 cuc r6i nudi [nui] nén bo
bdn cii. Bén biéu Qudi Loan cdy dng Cir Hoanh
Son tin sang [san] rdt hay” (Nguyén Trong
That, 1936: 17).

Cong nghé in hién dai du nhip vao Viét Nam

Mot trong nhitng diéu kién quan trong gop
phﬁn tao nén sy thinh hanh cta truyén tho Quéc
ngit Nam Ky 14 c6ng nghé in. Cudi thé ky XIX,
thuc dan Phap mang vao Sai Gon cong ngh¢ in
hién dai va thanh 1ap nha in nha nudc dau tién
14y tén 12 Imprimerie Impériale. Ban dau nha in
cht yéu in 4n tai liéu phuc vu nha cam quyén
thuc dan Phap, chi phi do cac co quan dia
phuong tra. V& sau, ho nhan in ca sach béo, gidy
to cta tu nhan. Nhan vién nha in 1a nhitng cong
nhan nguoi Phap, dugc hudng luong theo lwong
bén Phap cong thém phu cép thudc dia, tham
nién. Nguoi ta so sanh luong thg nha in 144
ddng, bang lvong mot ctr nhan luat lic biy gio
(Nguyén Vin Trung, 2015: 614).

Nha nghién ctru McHale (2004) cho rang:
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“Ttr nam 1908 dén 1920, Phap ra strc ngin chin
cac tai liéu Hoa ngit tudn vao nude ta (...)
Nhimng nim dau giai doan nay, chinh quyén dé
dit trude cac nha xuét ban Viét Nam: chi mot s6
it nguoi dan c6 thé doc nguyén ban tiéu thuyét,
va vai xuat ban pham tiéng Viét duoc luu hanh.
T nam 1920 dén 1939, du c6 nhimng quing
ngin ngii quan 1y chit ch&, nhung nha nuée dan
dan n6i long dbi voi cong luan” (McHale, 2004:
40). Truyén tho Québc ngit Nam Ky dugc xuit
ban nhiéu nhét 1a vao giai doan 1920 dén 1939.

Khao sat danh muyc truyén tho Qudc ngir
Nam Ky, c6 hon mt ntra tac ph'flm duoc nhain
Xua Nay xuét ban. Nhimg tac phdm do nha in
Xua Nay in 4n thudng diy du thong tin tac gia,
nguoi xuat ban, s lan in, gia ban, hinh anh minh
hoa dep va tho rd rang. Nha in Xua Nay tu nhan
minh “chuyén nghé in mudén”, ngoai truyén tho
Qudc ngir Nam Ky nha in Xua Nay nhan in “hét
thay sach vo, kinh k¢, thi€p cudi, thiép tang,
danh thiép v6i nhiéu kiéu mau, mau sic phong
phu, ddm bdo chit in rd rang, sach s€ ma gia
thanh ré” (Mach Qudc Thoai, 1925: 76). Qua
thong tin quang céo ctia nha in Xua Nay, c6 thé
thiy cong nghé in vao dau thé ky XX & Nam Ky
hién dai ¢6 thé in sb lugng 16m, mau ma phong
pht, da dang. Thém vao dé, trén cac 4n phdm
truyén tho do nha in Xua Nay xuat ban hau hét
déu c6 nhing khuyén cdo in 1au, nhu “Cudn
gian thi khong ¢ dong con dau cta chil bon xin
chu vi ché 1am”, “Bon hiéu chi muén mot minh
nha in Xua Nay in tho. Mua tho phai nai cho
dugc tho cua bon hiéu Qudi Loan in tai nha in
Xua Nay thi chu vi s€ dugc hdi long vua da”,
“Cubdn gian khong c6 con ‘d4u ndi’ ctia nha in
Xua Nay”. Diéu nay cho thdy, thi trudng in 4n
nhitng tc pham it trang, gia ré dién ra s6i dong,
mot s6 nha in dn cip ban quyén, t6 chirc in 1au
tac pham dé truc loi. Rét tiéc, chung t6i khong
tim thay cac 4n pham in lu vi chung dugc in 4n
r0i bay ban, khong thuc hién dang ky va nop luu
chiéu theo quy dinh nén chi c6 thé con sot lai
trong cac tu sach ca nhan.

Ngoai nha in Xua Nay, ching t6i con tim
thdy cic nha in khac tham gia xuét ban truyén
tho Quéc ngir Nam Ky nhu Bao Ton, Tin Dic

thu xa, Pic Luu Phuong, BDong Phép, Thanh
Thi Mau. Mbi nha in ho c6 cach trinh bay 4n
pham ciia minh khac nhau va déu cho 4n pham
ciia minh 1a tét nhit, hay nhat va ludn cé ciu
quang cdo: mudn doc tho xin nai cho dugc cac
thir tho ciia nha in Xua Nay, ciia bon xa (Tin
Puc thu x3). Néi vé cach trinh bay tho, da s6
cac nha in déu chon hai cach sa“ip xép tho, mot 1a
theo kiéu “thuong luc, ha bat” (tuc trén sau,
dudi tam), hai 1a theo kiéu hai cau luc bat trinh
bay ciing mot dong. Vi mudn giam gi thanh nén
cac nha in thuong chon kiéu trinh bay thur hai
ddi voi cac bon tho c6 ndi dung dai. Céch trinh
bay nay giam dugc sb trang (thong thuong 18
trang ca bia), gia tho & muc trung binh, dong
thoi cling dam béao loi nhuan cho cha bon va nha
in. Tin Piic thu x4 thi cho rang cich trinh bay
hai cau luc bat cung mot dong la 161, kho doc:
“Boi vAy bon xd chang nai cong kho nhoc,
mudn nguoi dich lya cau van hay va cho dung
nghia, in theo 16i kim thoi dé doc gia dé doc va
quyén tho in rong rai, day dan, bia lai ¢6 hinh do
nha danh hoa vé [v€]” (L& Duy Thién, 1929:
33). “In theo 16i kim thdi” ma Tin Péc thu xa
dé cap 1a chia trang gidy thanh hai cot va in theo
kiéu “thuong luc, ha bat” va cé chu thich cach
doc cho doc gia: “doc hét cot bén trai, rdi doc
qua bén mat (nghia I1a bén thuan duogc hiéu 1a
bén phai)” (L& Duy Thi¢n, 1929: 33). Cach trinh
bay nay duoc Tin Duc thu xi st dung triét dé
nham han ché sb trang mdi cudn tho do nha in
giit ban quyén, dam bao 1oi nhuén cho nha in va
chii bon.

Phong trao “ndi tho” phit trién

Dic trung riéng cua loai truyén tho Quéc ngi
Nam Ky 1a duoc “sang tac” va ton tai gin lién
v6i hinh thirc dién xudng néi tho — mot san
pham vin nghé dan gian doc déo cia Nam Ky.
Do tam ly thudng thuc tho ca ciia nguoi dan
Nam Ky bang phuong thirc dién xuéng nén hinh
thirc néi tho duoc phd bién rong rai khiap Nam
Ky lyc tinh, va da tr¢ thanh mdt moén an tinh
than khong thé thiéu d6i voi ngudi dan Nam Ky
vao cudi thé ky XIX - dau thé ky XX. Qua trinh
khép kin cta vin nghé dan gian trai qua bon
khau: tich truyén 1a khau dau tién, dién xudng 1a
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khau thi hai, thuéng thire 13 khau thir ba va cudi
cung 1a hiéu qua nghé thuat. Trong d6, dién
xuéng dong vai tro 1a cau trung gian ndi lién
sang tac voi thuong thirc, 12 su chd tai tich
truyén dén chuyén giao cho ngudi thuong thic.
Nghia 1 hinh thire dién xuéng néi tho dong vai
trod trung gian giup nguoi doc biét dén, thuong
thirc truyén tho Quéc ngit Nam Ky.

Truyén tho Qudc ngit duoc “sang tac” kha
phong phu va ra doi bang nhiéu cach, “cé khi
tac gia tmg khau thanh timg thir, ting doan, rdi
thir ty minh néi tho hodc dua ra cho ai d6 ‘nor’
1én cho ba con trong x6m nghe. Néu tho ‘nghe
dang’ thi 1am thém thi khac, bang khong thi sira
chira rdi lai méi tiép theo, thém mai cho dén khi
tron ven dau duoi” (Nguyén Vin Hau, 2004:
100). DBén dau thé ky XX, mot s6 ngudi dimg ra
lwom lit theo khau truyén ma chép thanh chi
Qudc ngir va dimg tén vao tic pham dé chiu
trach nhiém xuat ban. Tuy nhién, khong phai tit
ca nhitng tac pham dugc hinh thanh tir phong
trao noi tho déu dugc xuat ban thanh truyén tho
Quéc ngit Nam Ky, nhu tho Thdy Théng Chdnh.
Chung t6i biét dén tho Thay Théng Chanh qua
hinh thirc néi tho do ba Pao Thi Muoi (Thu
Thira, Long An) dién xuéng, Nguyén Hitu Hiép
suu tim (Nguyén Hitu Hiép va Lé Minh Qudc,
1998: 12). Nghién ctu tu liéu, ching t6i chua
tim thdy miu quang c4o nio cua cac nha in gidi
thiéu da xuat ban truyén tho nay. Nhiéu kha
ning, tho Thay Théng Chéanh chua timg duoc in
thanh sach vi ndi dung chdng lai quan Tay,
khong phu hop véi chinh sach cai tri cia nha
cam quyén Phap.

M&i quan hé tuong trg giita truyén tho Qudc
ngit Nam Ky va hinh thtrc dién xudng néi tho 13
moi truong phat trién thuén 1¢i cho loai hinh van
chuong nay. Pay ciling 1a Iy do vi sao truyén tho
Quéc ngir Nam Ky chi phd bién va dugc ua
chudng 6 Nam Ky.

Truyén tho Quéc ngit Nam Ky ra doi va thinh
hanh trong giai doan chir Qudc ngir bat dau co
chd dimg, cong nghé in 4n hién dai phat trién
manh & Nam Ky. Truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky
c6 dung lugng nho trén dudi 20 trang 1a nhiing
tac pham pht hop dé in thanh cudn nhé phuc vu
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nhu cau cia doc gia. Ngudi binh dan khong biét
chir thuong thire truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky
thong qua hinh thirc dién xudéng noi tho. Ngoai
gia tri giai tri va gid tri gido duc qua nhiing bai
hoc dao 1y, truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky con
dugc xem la mét phuong tién déhoc tro rén luyén
chit Qudc ngit. Chinh vi 1& do, truyén tho Qudc
ngit Nam Ky duoc doc gia don nhan ndng nhiét
sudt bdn thap nién dau thé ky XX.

2. Truyén tho Quéc ngitr Nam Ky: Thi
truwong va tiép nhén cia nguoi doc

Truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky 1a loai sach
duoc in bang chir Qudc ngit, xuat ban & Sai Gon
va cac viing phu can tir cudi thé ky XIX dén giita
thé ky XX, c6 gia ban phd bién 0$30 (ba muoi
xu) mot quyén. Tho thuong duoc in khd 16cm x
24cm, day tir 16 dén 30 trang (ké ca bia). Trang
bia duoc in bang gidy mau loai moéng, co hinh
minh hoa mdt canh nao d6 trong truyén. Mot
trong nhitng yéu t6 dau tién tic dong dén nguoi
doc 1a tranh minh hoa trén trang bia 4n pham
truyén tho Qudc ngir Nam Ky. Tranh minh hoa
thuong thé hién mot tinh hudng, mot canh nao d6
c6 ¥y nghia tac dong dén cudc doi cua nhan vat
chinh hodc ndi dung tranh minh hoa s€ tao nén sy
t0 mo cuia doc gia dbi voi ndi dung tac pham.

Truyén tho Qudc ngir Nam Ky 14 truyén tho
dugc viét bang chir Qubc ngit, chu yéu sir dung
thé tho luc bat. Truyén co “tac gia”, duoc bién
soan hodc “sang tac” (c6 khi viét ndi thém theo
hinh thtrc tho “héu’) dua vao mot trong ndm loai
truyén dan gian Viét Nam, truyén tho Nom,
truyén tich Trung Qudc, truyén thuyét Phat giao
va su ki€n, nhan vat c6 that & Viét Nam, dac biét
la Nam Ky.

N6i cach khac truyén tho Qubc ngit Nam Ky
14 loai hinh van chuong chi ra doi va phat trién
& Nam Ky tir cudi thé ky XIX dén giira thé ky
XX. Qua qua trinh nghién ctru va chon loc tu
lidu, chung t6i thay nhing tac pham truyén tho
mang diy du dic diém néu trong khai niém
thuong dugc nguoi dan Nam Ky thuong thuc
thong qua hinh thire dién xuéng néi tho. Chinh
diéu nay da tao nén nét dac trung cia loai hinh
van chuong truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky.

Dya viao danh muc truyén tho Qudbc ngir
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Nam Ky, bit dau tir tic pham xut ban sém nht
da swu tam duogc 13 Tong Tir Vieu truyén (1an thir
3: 1904) va mudn nhat trong giai doan trudc
1945 1a Héau Tran Minh va Tiét Giao doat ngoc
(1940), ngudi viét rat ra mot vai dac diém vé
tinh hinh xuét ban tac pham, dong thoi phan tich
su tiép nhan va nhu cau thudng thire truyén tho
Quéc ngit Nam Ky cia nguoi doc.

Sau khi tién hanh khao sat toan b danh muc
truyén tho Quéc ngir Nam Ky, thong ké sb
luong ban in va s6 1an tai ban mdi tic pham, két
qua cho thay tac pham c6 s 1an tai ban nhiéu
nhét 13 tho Sdu Trong (1an thir 14), sau d6 1a Con
Tam con Cam, Lang Chdu, Thoai Khanh Chdu
Tudn (1an tht 7), Nam Kinh Bdc Kinh, Luc Vén
Tién, Hoang Triru, Nang Ut, Pham Céng Ciic
Hoa, Quan Am dién ca (1an tht 6), Chiéu Qudn
cong Ho, Dwong Ngoc, Ly Cong (lan thit 5); va
4n pham co6 sb luong ban in nhiéu nhét 1a 5000
ban: tho Cdu Hai Mién cia Cr Hoanh Son in
lan thtr 3 va Tran Minh khé chuéi cua Ctr Hoanh
Son in lan thir nhat. Két qua trén cho thay, tac
pham c6 s6 14n tai ban nhiéu nhét 13 truyén tho
thoi su Sdu Trong va tac pham c6 sb luong ban
in nhiéu nhét, vuot xa nhimg tac pham khac
cling 1a mot truyén tho thoi sy Cdu Hai Mién.
Xét vé sb luong tac phém, truyén tho thoi sy
chiém s6 lugng nhé nhét trong toan bo danh
muc truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky nhung hai
tac pham c6 s6 ban cao nhat ké trén lai déu la
truyén tho thoi su. Tuy nhién, khong phai truyén
tho thoi su nao cling dugc ngudi dan Nam Ky
yéu thich, wa chudng. Xét vé d¢é tai, day 1a hai
tac pham c6 ndi dung thé hién tinh dbi khang,
ké vé ngudi “anh hing” cta nhin dan chdng lai
quan T4y va chinh quyén thuc dan Phap. Ngudi
dan Nam Ky yéu thich tho Sdu Trong vi “nguoi
ta ghét cay ghét ddng con hai Pau phan boi
chong dé di lay Tay. Nguoi ta phuc lam anh
chang Sau Trong gan da anh hung” (Nguyén
Vin Hau, 2012: 390) va cac tay giang hd hanh
hi¢p dung di¢u nghé. Nguoi dan Nam Ky thich
nghe tho Cau Hai Mién vi nguoi ta yéu tinh
ngang tang, boc tryc va gan da; mén phuc hanh
dong hao hi¢p, truong nghia ra tay trimg tri bon
quan lai, bon du c6n wc hiép ngudi strc yéu, thé

cd cua Hai Mién.

Bén canh loai truyén tho thoi su mang tinh
d6i khang, nguoi dan Nam Ky ciing dic biét yéu
thich loai truyén tho cb tich, nguoi ta dau xot
dén roi 18 cho canh hai tré Xuén Nghi va Tan
Luc bi me ghé 1a Tao Thi hanh ha mdi ngay,
thAim cam phuc nang Cic Hoa bat chip 4m
duong cach biét hién vé 6m 13y con tho. Ngudi
ta phan no trude nhimg Am muu va hanh dong
doc ac ciia me con di ghé (Con Tdam con Cim)
va thuong x6t cho than phan nang Cam mo coi.
Nguoi ta kham phuc nang B¢ Nhurt chung thuy
v6i chang nho sinh nghéo Tran Minh va khinh
bi quan Thi V& tham phua phu ban, pha v& 15
htra hon nam xua. Xét vé d& tai, cic tic pham
trén déu 1a nhitng tich truyén dan gian huéng
nguoi doc noi guong nhirng pham chét tot dep
cua cac nhan vat chinh va tranh xa nhiing thoi
hu tat xdu ctia con ngudi. Nhan vat chinh thuong
dugc xay dung dua trén chuén muc dao dtic cua
nguoi Viét Nam noéi chung va ngudi dan Nam
Ky néi riéng. D6 1a nhimg ngudi con hiéu thao;
nhing ngudi chdng nguoi vo thity chung, vi tha;
nhiing nguoi ban tinh nghia; nhitng chang nho
sinh nghéo hiéu hoc vuot khé. Ddi lap véi ho
ludn la nhiing ké ddc ac, XAu xa, dang bi xa hoi
1€n an va trimg phat.

Tac gia truyén tho co tich thudng 1 nhing
ngudi biét chir, xuit thdn nho hoc luén tran
trong nhitng “a4ng van xua” cua dan toc. Trudc
su thay ddi ctia x4 hoi, ho bién soan, sira lai “bdn
cii” sang Qudc ngit nham phd bién ludn 1y, dao
duc cia dan toc va chit Qubc ngir. Vi viy, mo
dau tac pham, cac tac gia thuong dua ra luan dé
khen ngoi va tan dwong nhirng diéu tét dep,
phan dbi nhitng su bit cong, cai ac va cai xdu
trong cudc song hodc trong tich truyén xua. Sau
do, tac gia truyén tho ké cau chuyén dé minh hoa
cho chu dich ¢6 san, cho mot tu twong xa hoi ma
ho hudng dén. Trong cac truyén tho co tich,
nhan vét chinh dién mang tu tuéng luan dé va
ké chéng lai luan dé s& bi 1én an. Piac diém
chung ctia nhimg truyén tho ¢ tich dugc ngudi
dan Nam Ky yéu thich d6 la nhitng cau chuyén
két thiic ¢6 hau; c6 dé tai, ndi dung tu tuong gan
giii v6i cude séng cua nguoi binh dan. Nhan vat
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chinh thuong 13 nhitng ngudi nghéo khd thude
vé phe chinh nghia, thuong biéu hién nhimg dirc
tinh tot dep va du it hay nhiéu déu mang dic tinh
Nam Ky.

Truyén tho Québc ngit Nam Ky 1a mot san
pham thuong mai, quyén tic gia duoc chuyén
nhuong nhiéu lan qua nhiéu ngudi, ma chu yéu
la cac chu hi¢u sach hodc nha in. Viéc sang
nhuong quyén tac gia duoc cac chi bon ghi rd
trén bia sach, nhu trang bia tho Sdu Trong cua
cht bén Pham Vian Thinh (1931) ghi 18: “Cubn
nay ong Pinh Thai Son da ban dut cho ong Lé
Phuéc Thanh. Ong Lé Phudc Thanh nhuong lai
cho t6i” (Sau Trong tho, 1931). Chi bon c6
quyén dit in tac pham ¢ nhiéu nha in khac nhau
va thi tu s6 1an xuat ban ciia 4n pham dugc tinh
riéng theo timg nha in, vi du nhu cting tac pham
Chang Nhdi Kién Tién ciia Dang L& Nghi, chi
bdn Lé Phudc Thanh c6 ndi dung va hinh thirc
giéng nhau, mot ban duoc in tai nha in Bic Luu
Phuong, lan thtr 4 dugc ky ndp luu chiéu ngay
31/01/1929, ban khac in tai nha in Xua Nay
cing lan tht 4 ky nop luu chiéu ngay
09/10/1929. Hai 4n pham ké trén 1a mot tac
pham nhung 13 hai san pham thuong mai khac
nhau, néu khong cé théng tin diy du doc gia
tham chi cac nha nghién ctru s& d& nham hai 4n
pham nay 1a mot.

Mot s6 truong hop ndm xuat ban, sb 1an xudt
ban, tai ban co sy khac nhau trong mot 4n pham.
Vi dy, trong 4n phdm Chiéu Qudn cong Ho
(thém hat nam hat khach) c6 ghi trén trang bia
in 1an thir nhat nim 1913, nhung théng tin ndp
luu chiéu thi ghi ngay 9/12/1928, khéng c6 s6
lan in. Piéu nay c6 nghia, nha in va ban sach
Nguyén Vin Viét dung 4n phdm lan dau dé tai
ban nhung lai so sut khong stra thong tin trén
trang bia. Day khong phai 1a truong hop duy
nhit trong danh muc truyén tho Qubc ngit Nam
Ky, twong tu nhu vy con c6 4n pham Bach Vién
Tén Céc (Bang L& Nghi), va mot s6 4n pham in
lai nhung khong stra chira thong tin khién hai 4n
pham c6 cung s6 1an in nhung lai khac thoi gian.
Trudng hop dic biét hon 13 4n phdm Luc Vin
Tién (c6 hat nam hat khach) ciia Pang L& Nghi
do nha in L’Union Ng.V.Cua phat hanh, trang
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bia chinh thi ghi in 1an thi tu, trang bia 16t thi
ghi in 1an th{r 6, thang 9/1919. Theo chiing t6i,
day ciing la truong hop tai ban, nha in dung lai
bia cii ciia 4n pham trudc d6 nhung khong chinh
sira thong tin pht hop thuc té.

Truyén tho Quédc ngit Nam Ky duoc xuit
ban, tai ban thinh hanh nhét vao khoang 1927
dén 1939 va chi yéu dugc phat hanh béi cac nha
in tai Sai Gon. Theo khdo sat cta tac gia, sb
luong an pham truyén tho Quéc ngit Nam Ky
dugc in tir 1933 dén 1938, két qua: nam 1933,
c6 51 tac pham duoc xuét ban; sb luong tic
pham duoc xudt ban giam dan con 37 4n phim
(1934); 13 4n pham (1935). Phan 16n céac truyén
tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky dugc xuit ban trong 3
nam 1933 dén 1935 1a nhiing tac pham xuat ban
lan thir nhat. Két qua khao sat ndy c6 ¥ nghia,
trong vong ba ndm (1933-1935), c6 khoang 101
tac pham dwoc xuét ban va tai ban. Néu chia
trung binh cho ba nam va mdi lan in 1a 2000
cudn thi wdc tinh trung binh c6 hon 67.000 cudn
tho duoc ban ra thi truong.

Pén nam 1936, sd lugng tac phém duoc in
tang 1én 44 va giam dan con 20 tac pham (1937),
10 tac pham (1938). Hau hét truyén tho Quéc ngi
Nam Ky duoc in tir ndim 1936 dén 1938 14 nhiing
an pham tai ban lan 2 hodc 1an 3. Piéu nay cho
thiy, theo chu ky 3 nam truyén tho Qubc ngir
Nam Ky dugc quan tam xuAt ban, tai ban mot lan.
Phan 16n truyén tho Qudc ngir Nam Ky dugc tai
ban dén 1an thir 3, nhiéu tic pham tai ban dén lan
thir 4, 5 va mot so it tai ban 1an 6, 7. Nhitng tac
pham ti ban nhiéu, trung binh cach 2 nim tai ban
1 lan, nhiing cubn dugc uva chudng thi mdi nim
“chi1 bon” déu tai ban, tham chi c¢6 tic pham mdi
nam tai ban 2 1an nhu Thogi Khanh Chéu Tudn
(lan 6 —nam 1930, 1an 7 — ngay 20/12/1930). Cac
bon tho “hau” thudng tai ban dén 1an tha 2, chi
vai tac pham tai ban lan 3.

Két qua khao sat trén cho thay thoi ky thinh
hanh nhét 14 vao thap nién 20 va 30 cia thé ky
XX, truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam Ky duogc bay ban
hdu hét cic hiéu sach, sb lugng moi lan in
thuong tir 1.000 dén 3.000 ban. Nhitng quyén
dugc ua chudng co thé duoc in voi sd lugng 16m,
nhiéu quyén tho tai ban dén lan tht 6, tha 7,
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tham chi c6 nhitng quyén tai ban lan tha 14.
Truyén tho Quéc ngit Nam Ky 13 loai sach it
trang, c6 gid binh dan nén dugc nguoi dan Nam
Ky yéu thich va Iya chon mua dé thuéng thirc.
Pén thap nién 40 cia thé ky XX, do nhu cau
thudng thirc van nghé¢, van chuong cua djc gia
Nam Ky thay d6i, phong trao néi tho khong con
phd bién nhu truée nén truyén tho Qudc ngir
Nam Ky din mai mot va bi ling quén cho dén
ngay nay.

3. Ngudn luwu triv truyén tho Qudc ngir
Nam Ky

Truyén tho Qudc ngir da duoc cic nha in &
Nam Ky xuét ban v6i s luong kha 16n. Song,
do yéu t6 thoi gian va nhig bién ¢ lich sir nén
chung con dugce luu giir khong nhiéu tai cac Thu
vién Quéc gia Viét Nam, Thu vién Khoa hoc
Téng hop Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh va Thu vién
Khoa hoc Xa hgi vung Nam B9.

Hién nay, Thu vién Quéc gia Viét Nam dang
1a noi luu giit truyén tho Qudc ngit nhidu nhat
va chi yéu dudi hinh thire vi phim. Trén thyc té,
truyén tho Qudc ngit ma Thu vién dang luu giit
la nhiing cudn dugc cac nha in ndp luu chiéu,
phan 16n dwoc Chinh quyén thuc dan Phap
chuyén vé luu trit tai Phap va sau nay chup vi
phim ting lai cho Thu vién qudc gia Viét Nam.
Trong cubn Thur vién Quoc gia Viét Nam 90 niam
xdy dung va phat trién 1917 — 2007, ¢6 ghi:
“Trudce khi rut chay khoi mién Bic, thuc dan
Phép di chuyén ra khoi Thu vién Quéc gia (Thu
vién Quéc gia Viét Nam) tor 800 — 1000 hom
sach v6i hang chuc nghin ban” (Pham Thé
Khang, 2007: 194-195) va tac gia ciing ghi nhan
thém: “Nam 1996, Thu vién Qudc gia Phap giri
tang Thu vién Qudc gia Viét Nam vi phich cia
10.000 tén séch xuat ban & Viét Nam trude
thang 10 nam 1954 hién dang dugc bao quan &
Thu vién Qudc gia Phap” (Pham Thé Khang,
2007: 195). Khi tiép can tic pham, chung toi
thdy cudi mdi ban vi phim truyén tho Qudc ngi
Nam Ky déu c6 thong tin vé don vi, nim va noi
san xuat phim: “Bibliothéque Nationale” (Thu
vién Qudc gia), “Chateau de Sablé 1987 (Lau
dai Sablé, nam 1987). Theo tim hiéu cta chiing
t6i, trung tim k¥ thuat bao ton va phuc ché tai

liéu in cta Thu vién Quéc gia Phap duoc dat tai
lau dai Sablé, nhimg tac phdm vi phim nay dugc
san xudt tai d6 vao nam 1987. Tur nhing cin ctr
trén, chung t6i cho rang nhimg cudn tho vi phim
dugc luu gitt & Thu vién Quéc gia Viét Nam
thudc trong sd nhitng tai liéu dwgc Phap trao
tang. Ngoai ra, chiing toi tim thay nhiing ban in
truyén tho Qudc ngit, ddy 1a nhirng 4n phim ndp
luu chiéu duoc Thu vién Quéc gia luu gitr dén
nay. Céc an pham nay déu cé chir ky cua chii
nha in va thuong ghi (bang bat myc) day di cac
thong tin nhu s6 1an tai ban, ngay xuit ban, sd
luong ban in cho 1an xuét ban do .

Hién nay, ¢ Viét Nam don vi luu trix nhiéu
tac pham truyén tho Qudc ngir Nam Ky nhat 1a
Thu vién Quéc gia Viét Nam. Theo khao sat cia
chung t6i, hién c6 hon 450 4n pham truyén tho
Qudc ngit Nam Ky duogc luu giit tai ddy, trong
d6 c6 khoang hon 284 4n pham vi phim va hon
174 4n pham gdc (ban in gidy) truyén tho Qudc
ngit Nam Ky. Trong s6 4n pham vi phim co
khoang 107 4n pham tring véi 4n pham goc.

Vé céac 4n phém géc, hién tai truyén tho
Qudc ngir van con nhidu cudn giit duoc nguyén
ven, dﬁy du trang, khong bi hu hai nhiéu; chu
yéu bi mdi mot n, hodc bi rach do qué trinh
phuc vu ddc gia nhung cling da dugc thu vién tu
b, phuc ché. Nhiing 4n pham tram nim tudi nay
hu hai chit yéu do yéu t6 thoi gian va diéu kién
bao quan, rat it sy tac dong ciia con ngudi vi
ching van chua duogc cac nha nghién ctru quan
tam va khong nhiéu doc gia biét dén. Tuy viéc
thu thap tu liéu mat rat nhiéu thoi gian va cong
strc, nhung chung t6i van ¢b ging suu tam hau
hét cac an pham gbc dugc luu trir tai cac thu
vién, s6 con lai trén thu muc ¢6 nhung khi ching
t6i muon thi co trudng hop mat, ¢ truong hop
lwu nham thanh mot tac pham khac.

Trong qua trinh suu tAm truyén tho Qudc ngir
Nam Ky, chung t6i phat hién nhiéu tac pham co
tén trong danh muc sach da phat hanh duoc in &
cudi hodc dau 4n pham nhung tra ciru tai cac thu
vién khong c6. Tudng rang dd mat nhung thuc
té 1a do thu muc luu trit cua thu vién sai tén, sai
tac gia, sai chinh ta hodc thiéu thong tin, nhu tho
Nam Ty thi ghi thanh “Nam Tu”, hodc tho
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Thang Lia thi ghi “Thing B4”, Chang Nhdi Kién
Tién thi ghi “Kién Tién” hodc “Kiéu Tién”, Con
Tam con Cam thi thanh “con Tan con Cam”,
Muc Lién Thanh Dé thi ghi “Muyc Lién Thanh
Dé&”, Pai yén Poan Hong Ngoc thi ghi “Dai yén
DPoan Hong Ngoc”, Tran Minh khé chuéi thi ghi
“Tran Minh kh6 chubi” va con rat nhiéu truong
hop khac.

Nhirng tac phim co ca 4n phdm gbc va vi
phim, chiing t6i wu tién chon suu tim 4n pham
gbc duge in trén gidy, nhiig truong hop dic
biét, 4n pham gidy bi hu hai, khong con nguyén
hodc mit mat trong qua trinh luu trir thi ching
t6i méi swu tim 4n pham vi phim. Sau nhiéu dot
thu thép tu li€u, chung t61 da suu tam duogc 220
4n pham trong pham vi nghién ciru. Néu dya vao
tén tac pham thi ching toi co6 107 truyén tho
Qudc ngir Nam Ky. Pic trung cia loai hinh vin
chuong nay 1a loai tac phim c6 tac gia, mot tich
truyén co thé do nhiéu nguoi bién soan, chinh
sira thanh cac tac pham khac nhau vé ngdn ngir
tho; hodc mot tén tac phém ¢6 thé do nhiéu tac
gia “sang tac” thanh cac tich truyén c6 ndi dung
khac nhau, thudng gip & cac “bon tho hau”. Cho
nén, ching t6i cin clr vao hai yéu t6 1a tén tac
phim va tén tac gia dé théng ké sb luong tac
pham thi dugc hon 163 truyén tho Qudc ngit
Nam Ky. 58 4n pham con lai 1a nhiing truyén tho
Qudc ngit Nam Ky ¢ cing tén tac pham, cliing
tac gia nhung khac nguoi xuat ban (chu bon)
hodc khéc nha in. Hién nay, chiing t6i chua suu
tam day du tat ca cac 1an in khac nhau gidng tén
tac gia, nguoi xuat ban va nha in. Cac 4n pham
tai ban nay dugc luu trit dudi dang vi phim va
chung toi di c6 it nhit mot 4n pham c6 cung tén,
cung tac gia nén ching dugc xép thi tu wu tién
cubi cung. Trong twong lai chic chin ching toi
s& tiép tuc bd sung vao danh myc nghién ciru cac
4n pham nay. Ngoai ra, con nhiéu truyén tho
Quéc ngit Nam Ky khac duoc xuat ban sau nim
1945 hodc khong co can cir dé xac dinh khoang
thoi gian xudt ban, ching t6i khong dua vao
danh myc nghién ctru.

Tt nhién, sb tac phadm da tim dugc chua phan
anh day du tinh hinh xuat ban truyén tho Qudc
ngit lac by gio, nhung vé co ban da bao quat gan
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hét s6 tic pham ma cac nha in cling nhu doc gia
khi 4y quan tAm. Chi con mét sd it truyén tho
Quédc ngit Nam Ky da duoc gidi thi€u trén cac
trang bia sau cta cac truyén tho, trén bdo nhung
hién nay chung t6i chua tim dugc, vi nhu Tho
Bay Tai, Bui Kiém kién Phu Loan, Pon Nguyét
Nga kéu oan cho Bui Kiém, Tram Trinh An, T ay
Thi ngé Phit Ta, Ngii Tir Tur, Mo tim Ty Cang.

4. Két luin

Su thay d6i hé thong chir viét va cong nghé
in hién dai 13 nhitng yéu t6 tac dong dén su ra
doi va phét trién rAm ro phong trao in 4n va xuét
ban truyén tho Qudc ngir. Truyén tho Qudc ngi
Nam Ky 1a san phim cua giai doan van hoc giao
thoi dau thé ky XX véi hinh thirc 4n pham hién
dai, nhu: hinh v€ minh hoa, thong tin vé tac gia,
tac quyén, dia chi nha in, s6 1an in, gia ban, thoi
gian xuit ban, quang céo va danh muc sach da
xuét ban. Nhing yéu t6 can vin ban nay tao nén
hinh thirc 4n phdm truyén tho Qudc ngit Nam
Ky méi va phong pht hon so véi cac an pham
chit Nom trude d6. Vé chit viét, noi dung truyén
tho duoc viét bang chit Qudc ngit, tuy nhién,
ngudi ta dung hai loai vin ty dé ghi tén tac pham
(chir Nho va chit Qubc ngir). Pay 1a biéu hién
ctia su tiép ndi gitta cai cii va méi, nham giup
nhitng tri thitc Nho hoc chua biét hodc chua
thong thao chir Qudc ngir ¢6 thé tiép can truyén
tho Qubc ngit Nam Ky qua tén tac pham.

Truyén tho Qubc ngit Nam Ky 14 nhiing vin
ban xua can dugc tran trong, 1a nhitng tic phdm
van hoc co gié tri can dugce bao ton. Chung t61
mong mudn, cang ngay s& c¢6 cang nhiéu ngudi
quan tam dén loai hinh vin chuong nay, tiép tuc
suu tam nhing tic pham ching t6i chwa tim
duoc, va danh thoi gian dé nghién ciru timg tac
pham cuy thé.
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