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Tém tit

Ran mot trong nhitng dai dzen cua the gidi i nhién dén véi con nguoi - la hinh tuwong
mau goc, dwgc gin voi coz nguon ciia sir song va tri twong twong. Di qua nhirng khong gian,
thoi gian khdc nhau, rin da tré thanh rén thiéng - biéu twong Naga véi cdc y nghia, gid tri
lién tuc dwoc boi dip. Ngodi viéc mang nhimg ¥ nghia biéu twong cao quy: biéu twong ciia
nguéon nude, biéu twong ciia cdi nguon; thi dong thoi véi né la nhitng gza tri vinh hang nhw
gid tri lich sir, gid tri tam linh, gid tri gido duc, ... dong hanh, tirong hé trong cudc song con
nguwoi. Si gan két nay da thanh ban sdc - von vin héa quy bau ciia nguwoi Khmer Nam Bg.
Biéu twong Naga di diroc “song” trong long ngwoi Khmer Nam B¢ vdi cdc phong tuc, nghi
thiee, tap quan; voi cac nghé thudt tao hinh, voi ton gido va van hoc dan gian vo cung sinh
dong, phong phu.

Tir khéa: biéu twong Naga, gid tri biéu twpong, Khmer Nam B, Rdin thiéng.

Values of Naga symbol in the culture of the Khmer people in Southern of Vietnam
Abstract

Snake - one of the representatives of the natural world to human - is the original model
image, tied to the source of life and imagination. Going through different spaces and times,
snake has become sacred serpent - the Naga symbol with meanings and values which are
constantly being enriched. In addition to bearing the noble symbolic meanings: the symbol
of the water source and the original point; Naga symbol also has eternal values such as
historical value, spiritual value, educational value, ... that accompany and reciprocate in
human life. This connection has become the identity - the valuable cultural principal of the
Khmer people in Southern of Vietnam. The Naga symbols have been "living" in the hearts
of the Khmer people in Southern of Vietnam with customs, rituals and norms, with visual
arts, with religion and rich and lively folklore.

Keywords: Naga symbols, sacred snakes, symbolic values, the Khmer people in
Southern of Vietnam.
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Mé dau

Trén Trai dat, muon loai da sinh soi nay
né va séng chung voi con ngudi tir thud
héng hoang; trong d6, ran 14 loai sinh vat c¢6
mit ¢ nhiéu noi. Trong nhiéu nén van héa,
nhat 12 & cac nén van hoa ciia cu dan nong
nghiép, ran da tré thanh rin thiéng - 13 mot
siéu biéu twong, biéu trung cho su sdng: cho
linh hon, cho vt to (totem) ciia toc nguoi,
cho nudc va Itra, huy diét va tai sinh, sy linh
hoat va thu dong, quyét doan va da nghi, cai
tdt va su x4u, thién than va ac quy, ... bBac
trung sinh hoc cta loai rin di gép phan
quyét dinh y nghia biéu twong cua nd: than
hinh rén 13 mot duong mém mai trai dai
ngodn ngoéo nhu mot dudong tron thé hién
tinh luan hoi cta séng va chét; su 16t da biéu
trung cho su tai sinh; cach di chuyén cuc
nhanh va su siét chit trong dong tac bat moi
khién no biéu trung cho strc manh; noc ddc
ctia rén c6 lién hé dén dic tinh x4u, ac quy;
tinh ludng gidi tugng trung cho khai ngudn
cua vi try; sy tinh nhay trong glac quan
gitip bao hiéu thoi tiét; sian moi giét chudt,
sau bo gitp bao vé mua mang; noc ddc,
xuong ctua mot sb loai ran 1a duoc lidu quy
hiém, ... twong trung cho diéu tot. Tir d6i
tuong tu nhién, ran d3 trd thanh than rén -
ran thiéng - biéu tugng Naga & nhiéu dan
toc trén thé gidi, trong d6 c¢6 dan toc Khmer
6 Nam BJ§.

Naga 13 biéu twong vin héa mang ban
sdc coi nguodn tir xa xua trong tm thirc cua
ngudi Khmer Nam Bo. Néu Réan Naga cia
ngudi Campuchia ¢6 hién tugng héa rong
thi v6i nguoi dong bao Khmer & Nam B0,
Naga ciing chinh 14 biéu tugng rong ciia ho.
Naga khong nhiing dugc chon lam “vét
mau” (sample) ma con duoc chon lam “vat

t6” (totem), mang nhiéu ting y nghia va gia
tr1 quy bau, tiéu biéu 1a Gid tri lich s, Gid
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tri tam linh, Gia tri gido duc.

1. Gia tri lich sw

Tir dién biéu twong vin hod thé gidi da
ghi nhan: “Con ran hitu hinh chi 14 hién than
thoang chdc cua mot Con Rén Vi dai Vo
hinh, mang tinh nhan qua va Phi - thoi gian,
chu thé cua ban thé séng va tit ca cac sirc
manh tu nhién. D6 1a mot vi than c6 dau tién
ta gap lai & budi khoi dau cia tat ca cac
truyén thuyét vé hinh thanh vii try, trudc khi
bi nhitng t6n gido tri tué ciia con ngudi truét
phé. Py 1a cai thoi sinh khi vao va cai duy
tri. Trén binh dién con ngudi, ddy 1a biéu
tuong kép cua linh hdon va nhuc duc
(...) Ran la mau goc quan trong nhdt ciia
tam hon con ngwoi” (Chevalier &
Gheerbrant, 2002). Mau gbc cian ban nay da
duy tri & cac nén vin hoa trén thé gidi voi
céc gia tri ciia biéu twong tir hinh tugng ran.

An Do 1a mot trong nhitng nén vin
minh c6 nhét thé gidi. Khao ¢ da tim thay
mot con dau khic hinh hai con rdn cudn
dudi vao nhau tai mién song Indus - d6 1a
mot trong nhitng di vat khao cb biéu hién
Naga di 13 mot trong nhiing biéu tuong cd
xua cua ho. Trong tin ngudng Hindu gido
va Phat gido ¢d xua, con ran 16n Naga dugc
xem 1a than mang qua dat, than canh gitr
ngudn nudc va vil tru ciia ngudi Dravida da
bién thanh con rdn cudn thdn minh lam
chiéc givong cho than Vishunu trong gic
ngii sang tao trén “Bién sita”. Néu nhu
nhitng thi€n nién ky trudc Cong nguyén
(TCN), nén van hoé bong Son da tao nén
ban sic van hoa ciia ngudi Viét thi trong
nhitng ndm cua thién nién ky I sau CN, van
hoa An D6 da co nhitng dong gop tich cuc
cho vian ho4 ctua nguodi Khmer.

Ciing trong mdi truong giao luu, tiép
bién vin héa d6, biéu twong Naga 1a mot
trong nhitng minh chtng cho mdi quan hé
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giao lyu van hod giita nén vin hoa Pong
Nam A ban dia va An Do. Truyén thuyét
Preah Thong cudi cong chia Neang Neak la
mat trong nhitng minh ching sau sic cho
phuong thiic truyén ba vin hod An Do ¢
ving Péng Nam A. Vuong quc Phu Nam
hinh thanh trong bdi canh kha dic biét, dién
ra qua trinh chinh phuc cia hai thé luc - hai
c4i ndi van hoa ctia thé gi6i: Trung Qudc va
An Do. Bé ché Trung Hoa & phuong Béc
sau khi thon tinh Bach Viét lai tiép tuc muu
dd banh truéng phuong Nam. Hai st gia
Khang Thai va Chu Ung dat chan dén cac
tdc nguoi ¢ phia Nam Viét Nam mang theo
muu d6 giao lvu tiép bién van hoa Trung
Hoa. Trong khi do, An Do dudi triéu dai
Gtupa tiép tuc cong cudc banh truéng vé
phuong Péng d&¢ mé rong con duong giao
thuong vé6i xir s¢ giau huong liéu, gd quy,
tram huong, vang, ... m& theo con dudng
du nhap, tmyén b4 dao Phat, Balamon dén
ving Dong Nam A xa x6i ndy. Trong khi
Trung Hoa dung céac chiéu thirc nhu phu duy,
ban churc, phong tude dé 161 kéo cac thu linh
hai vuong quéc Lam Ap va Phu Nam trd
thanh hai nuéc chu hau ciia minh thi An Do
lai dung phuong thirc “nhan vin” hon dé
chinh phuc. Chuyén tinh Hon Pién cudi
cong chita ban xit Liéu Diép 13 mot trong
nhitng minh ching sinh dong cho phuong
thirc “tinh nguoi” va “dao 1y” d6, dé sau
nay, vian hod An D6 lan toa, cdm sdu ré sinh
s0i & toan ving Dong Nam A lyc dia - hai
dao.

Pham Thi Thuy Chung va Pinh Hong
Hai (2015), trong cong trinh “Biéu twong
rin than (Naga) trong vin hod nghé thudt
An D¢ va anh hwéng ciia né trong vin hod
Viét Nam va Pong Nam A da nghién ciru
ngudn goc ciia Naga trong vin hoa An Do
cling nhu sy anh hudng cua né dén Viét

Nam. Céc tac gia nhan dinh: “Khong chi
phé bién réng khdp tiéu luc dia An D, biéu
twong Naga con phdt trién manh mé & nhiéu
quoc gia c6 nén van hod An P6 hod nhu
Srilanka, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Lao,
Cambodia va phia nam Viét Nam”. Phan
Anh TG (2004), trong bai viét “Truyén
thuyét vé Rin Naga trong van hoa Khmer”,
dua ra gia thuyét ngudi Khmer von cé tin
ngudng tho rin tir trude khi vin héa An Do
anh huong dén van hoa ban dia cua ngudi
Khmer. Ngoai ra, tic gia co dua ra nhiéu
motip trang tri quan trong cua hinh tuong
ran Naga ¢ chua Phat gido Nam tong cia
ngudi Khmer. Gan lién v6i nhitng motip dé
1a nhitng truyén thuyét dan gian, Phat thoai,
than thoai ciia dao Hindu, tir d6, tac gia
phan tich nhitng y nghia xoay quanh nhiing
motip trang tri d6 (Phan Anh Tu, 2004).
Piéu nay di gép phan ching minh biéu
tuong Naga dd c6 mit tir rat sém trong doi
song vin hoa cia ngudi Khmer Nam B.

O phuong dién than thoai ké lai tuc thd
ran, mot tin ngudng dan gian cd so ¢6 vi tri
quan trong trong doi séng tdm linh cua
ngudi Khmer va co sttc séng manh liét
trong lich str. Cac tac gia cia cong trinh Khu
viee BDong Nam A, khi nghién cuu than thoai
Campuchia da nhan dinh: “Truede khi tiép
nhdn dién than An Do, nguoi Campuchia
song véi nhitng than linh ban dia ciia minh,
@om 16 tién, Arak, va Neak Ta. Tir 16 tién
ctia thi téc, dan dan hinh thanh t6 tién ciia
bé téc, quoc gia. Té tién chung ciia nguoi
Campuchia dwoc dong hod véi biéu tirong
Neak (rin) vi than chiia té xit s6, tao ra biéu
twong to tién Neak, hinh tirong cé xwa va to
Ion nhdt trong truyén théng vin hod
Campuchia” (Pham Tiét Khanh, 2007).

Gia tri lich sir 1au doi cua biéu tuong
Naga trong van hoa Khmer Nam B¢ chung
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minh n6 13 cau ndi co tir xa xua gitra cac
vung van hod, 1a mat phan quan trong cua
buc tranh vin hoa da sic mau giita cac toc
ngudi 6 Pong Nam A néi chung.

2. Gia tri tam linh

Trong tin ngudng dan gian cua nguoi
Campuchia, than rdn Naga c6 mot vai tro rat
quan trong. Vi than nay khong don thuan 1a
mot vi than tdi thiéng ma con déng nghia
v6i tinh lién tuc cua lich sir dat nude. “Ho
tho ciing mét cach phé bién than Pdt va
than Nude. Biéu tirong ciia nhitng sike manh
thién nhién, nhitng sirc manh co anh hwong
dén cude song cua ngwoi dan trén ddt nuéce
nay - noi dat va mede quyét dinh sw no doi,
giau nghéo - la mét con ran chin dau goi la
“Naga’ (Tién Vin Triéu, 2015).

Boi vay, tuc tho rin 16n khong phai
xuat hién duy nhat tai An P9, ma pho bién
doc 1ap tai nhiéu ving khac nhau trén thé
gid1, dac bi¢t tai Pong Nam A. Vi than rén
& An Do 1a vi than gido c6 tén goi 1a Naga
dugc xem nhu biéu tuong cua su bét ti,
duogc kinh trong nhu con vat linh thiéng.
Ngudi An con danh riéng cho ran ngay tét
vao thang 8 hang nam. Hinh anh thuong
thdy ¢ cac dén dai An D6 14 vi than cim rin
trén tay hay dé rin quin quanh minh. O
Thai Lan, ran 12 hon ctia Am vat, 1a than me,
trong van héa tdm linh, rin 1a vat linh
thiéng, mang lai may min cho con ngudi; vi
thé, & dén thd Théi Lan c6 rat nhiéu dén thd
ran. O Campuchia, ngudi Khmer von c6 tin
ngudng thd rdn Naga chin dau - biéu tuong
cho than dit va thin nudc. Sau nay, do anh
huong clia dao Balamon, rin con mang biéu
tugng ngudn gdc cac vi vua lap qudc. Trai
qua bao doi, cac vi vua Khmer thuong cho
xay dung cac cung dién va dén thd 16n bang
d4, ma ran Naga dugc xem la vi than canh
gii¥, chung xuét hién trén cau thang, cac 16i
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di, trén ngudng cua hoac trén cac mai thap
dé xua dudi ta ma. Trong van hod dan
gian Viét Nam, tuc tho ran 12 mot tin
ngudng nguyén thuy cia nguoi Viét ¢d véi
hai y nghia chinh 1a tyc tho thuy than. Tuc
thd nay mang y niém vé song nude cia cu
dan 1am néng nghiép. Céc dén thd rén xuat
hién doc theo cac con song H6ng, song Cau,
song Pudng.

Biéu hién dam nét nhit 1a rin Naga
dugce xem 14 vi than canh giit chén thiéng
liéng nén ludn xudt hién trén cu thang, cac
16i di, trén ngudng ctra hodc trén cac mai
thap dé xua dudi ta ma cac cung dién va dén
thd khong 16 bang d4 & Campuchia. Trong
cac ngdi dén co cling thudng cé nhiéu cau
vong c6 hinh rin Naga. Nhiing chiéc cau
vong ndy tuong trung cho cau ndi giira cdi
nhan gian va cdi Niét Ban. Nguoi
Campuchia, ran 3 dau twgng trung cho thién
- dia - nhan, 5 dau theo thuyét ngii hanh kim
- mdc - thity - hoa - thd, thin Naga 7 dau
tugng trung cho sy dic dao trong tu hanh va
9 dau chinh 13 con duong dan lén thién
dang. Ran Naga 7 dau con tuong trung cho
bay sic dan trong x4 héi Campuchia cd xua,
cling nhu biéu trung cho nang luc cta ngudi
nam, su vinh hﬁng, su vO tan va su bat tu.
Rin Naga 7 dau con phu hop vé6i 7 sic cau
vong. Ciing ¢6 rin Naga 6 dau, biéu trung
cho ngudi nit, trai dit, thé xac va sy chét.
Ngoai ra ciing c6 hinh tuong rin Naga dugc
cham trd bang xa cir uén lwon quan quanh
nhitng canh ctra chia, trén nhitng chiéc tu
dung kinh sach, trén nhitng chiéc xe tang
dua nguoi chét dén noi hoa thiéu, tuong
trung cho vi than dwa linh hon nguoi tét 1én
¢di Niét Ban. Bén canh do, rin Naga con
tugng trung cho su phé)n thuc va 1a loai ¢co
kha niang bao vé ngudn nuéc cho ngudi
Campuchia.

o b=
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Nhu da s cac dan tdc khac, nhat 1a cac
dan toc & Bong Nam A, 1a cu dan néng
nghiép lua nudc, doi séng vat chit cua
nguoi Khmer Nam B§ phu thudc nhiéu vao
viéc 1am ra hat gao, danh bat thuy san trén
song ngoi, ludng lach. Boi vy, ngoai viéc
cdn man lao dong, ho con phai trong chd
vao mua thuan, gié hoa. Thién nhién dugc
xem 12 hién than cia céac vi than siéu nang
c6 thé phu trg hay tring phat con nguc‘fi cac
vi than nay c6 thé 1a cay dai thy, c4 sdu, rua,
ran, ... Mot trong sd cac sinh vat hién than
cho tl_I nhién d6, ran duge sung bai cao hon
ca, duge xem nhu mot vat thiéng ndi giita
thé gii con ngudi véi cac vi than - tir do,
biéu twong Naga chiém vi tri 16n trong doi
song tam linh cia ho.

Véi nhiéu dan tdc trén thé gidi, rong la
mot by phan doi séng tinh than rét quan
trong. Tuy xét vé chi tiét, hinh thé cia né
khong giéng nhau ¢ mdi cong dong, song
déu c¢6 diém gap g& chung 13 dai thé tat ca
cac con rong déu gan giii v6i loai bo sat
khac (rong/ ran/ ca sau/ thudng ludng, ...),
gan bo véi dat nhung dat khong cot chat
dugc chung - ching déu “bay” 1én va tu do,
sang tao, thang hoa. Trong tdm thic va quan
niém tham my cua nguoi Viét dbi véi bidu
‘arorng réng va nguoi nguoi Khmer Nam Bo
dbi véi biéu tugng Naga déu co cac 10’p v
nghia: y nghia nudc, y nghla ngudn goc dan
toc, y nghia vuong quyén, y nghia tong hop
cho nhiing gi cao dep nhit... V4i ngudi
Khmer Nam B9, Naga tugng trung cho su
ph@)n vinh va sttc manh cua dan toc, la vat
t6 khong chi dugc ding noi trang trong nhat
1a chiia chién hay nhiing cong trinh 16n cia
cong ddng ma stc song déo dai cua né da
vuot nhimg noi cung kinh dén véi lang qué
dan da trong cac 1& hoi kéo co, 1& dua ghe
gho, tuc di tu, xay cAt nha, ... biéu hién mot

mbi giao hoa giira nén van héa xa xua bang
nhitng y tudng méi mé ky la trong doi séng
tam linh cua ho.

Nhu vay, cé thé noi, biéu tuong Naga
d3 va dang c6 mit trong nhiéu nghi 1, cude
song tam linh ciia nguoi Khmer Nam Bo.
Diéu nay cho thy gia tri to I6n cua né trong
ban sic vin héa cong dong.

3. Gia tri giao duc

Tim hiéu biéu twong Naga trong doi
sdng van héa ngudi Khmer Nam B9, tir ton
gi4o, tin ngudng, nghi 18, huyén thoai va su
c6 mat cua no trong diéu khic & cac chua,
trong hoat dong my thuat, ... ching ta thiy
day 1a mot biéu twong vin héa c6 tir thud so
khai, luén dem lai ngudn song hanh phuc
cho con nguoi, che chd con nguoi. Tu do,
gi4 tri gido duc ciing trudong ton mai trong
doi sdng tir thé hé nay qua thé hé khac.

Tinh gido duc qua biéu tugng Naga la
o su khich I¢ con nguoi sy ton trong va noi
guong. Naga la biéu tuong ciia quyén ning,
stc manh thiéng vinh ctru cua vii try. Naga
12 mot biéu twong dic biét, boi theo nguoi
Khmer, né 1a mét sy vat hién tugng trong
vii tru con sau sau khi cac sy vat hién tugng
khac bi huy diét; nd tugng trung cho cac vi
than tdi thugng cua ho (Siva, Brahma,
Visnu); n6 biéu trung cho bay tinh ta trong
thai duong hé va strc manh cuia thién nhién,
strc manh cta cac thé luc siéu nhién.

Nguoi Khmer Nam B chon biéu
tuong Naga lam “vat mau” dé néi 1én chu
thé vung dia van hoa cua minh, noi con
nguoi va thién nhién cung thuy chung
chung song. Khong phai ngau nhién hinh
tuong Naga dugc nguoi Khmer chon lam
hinh tugng cham trd trén cac xa nha, dau
cot, trén cac vat dung tho cling, trang tri
trong nha. Pac bi¢t, Naga con dugc xem la
t6 tién cua dan toc Khmer qua truyén thuyét
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vé su phdi ngau giita Preak Thong, con trai
thin mit troi va nang Neak, con gai vua rén
(Neak Kret). Nhan thirc duoc gia tri van hda
clia tin ngudng nay nén hau hét ngudi dan
Khmer khong di cu, di canh, luén “bam try”
voi vung song nudc Nam B, noi da sinh ra
t6 tién cia minh. Dung stic déo dai cua loai
ran ma sinh séng va phat trién trén ving né
dia ddm ldy Nam B6. Nhan d6 ho ciing sang
tao nén, san sinh ra nhiéu 18 héi mang mau
sic cua nén vin minh lua nudc nhu cling
trang, dua ghe ngo, ...

Pit trong dong chay chung, biéu tuong
Naga cua ngudi Khmer Nam B¢ cling mang
y nghia gido duc giéng nhu biéu tuong rong
cua nguoi Trung Hoa hay nguoi Viét.
Trong phan gidi thiéu khai quat vé hinh
tugng rin & mot sé qudc gia ving Pong
Nam A, Nguyén Ngoc Tho (2006) ¢6 nhan
dinh ring: “Rdn Naga cia nguoi
Campuchia cé hién twong héa rong”. Co
diéu khac 1a néu biéu tuong rdng ctia Trung
Quéec, Viét Nam biéu twong cho quyén luc
thé tuc cua hoang dé thi biéu twong Naga
ngoai y nghia cua truyén thuyét lap qudc lai
cha yéu xuét hién nhu mot linh vat bao vé
cho ton gido; tuong trung cho sy sang tao,
huy diét tai sinh va nhitng diéu may man,
tbt dep.

Nhiing quan niém va biéu hién nay cua
biéu tugng Naga & Campuchia hau nhu
dugc ngudi Khmer Nam B¢ gin giit, phat
huy khé4 diy di trong doi séng van héa cia
ho. Ciing c6 mot s6 nét dugc tiép bién trong
qua trinh giao luu vdi biéu tuong rong cua
van hda Viét tai noi cu tru, song vé co ban
biéu tugng Naga trong vian héa Khmer Nam
B6 ¢6 nhiéu nét giéng véi biéu trugng Naga
¢ Campuchia.

La mot ban sic van héa truyén thong
quy bau, hang nam, ngudi dan mién Tay
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Nam B¢ lai tu hop cung nhau t6 chirc 1& hoi
mirng mua lGa vira xong, cam on troi dat va
tuong nhé dén qua trinh khai hoang lap ap
ctia ong cha ¢ ving dat nay, to chirc cac
cudc dua ghe ngo khip noi nhu mot ngay
hoi dé don 18 Odc-om-bok. L& hoi dua ghe
ngo di duoc nha nudc dau tu nham bao ton
von van hoa vat thé va phi vat thé dac sic
cua no. Héng nam, 18 hoi duge t chire d@)ng
loat vao ngay Ram thang 10 4m lich trén
khip cac tinh, thanh phb & mién Tay Nam
B6. Nhan dan va chinh quyén dia phuong
luén chii y dau tur bao ton va phat trién thanh
L& hoi cdp qudc gia phuc vu t6t nhu cau
hudng thu van héa cua nguoi dan Khmer
Nam B9 no6i riéng va nhan dan ca nudc nodi
chung. Chiéc ghe ngo tu than né da mang
trong minh nhiing yéu t6 tam linh dac biét
ma nguoi dan gl gam vao d6 dé cau udc
nguyén ngudn nudc ddi diao, song nude
binh yén, cong viéc thuan lgi ludt nhanh
nhu chiéc ghe lao tdi theo hinh tugng con
ran boi nhanh trén mat nude 1a thong diép
giao duc vé nghi luc vuot qua tat ca dé chién
thang! Qu4 trinh dinh cu, lao dong san xuat
lau dai ¢ ving dat Nam Bo tao nén ngudi
Khmer cin ct, hing say lao dong va ciing
vO cting thong minh sang tao dé thich tmg
v6i didu kién dia 1y, tu nhién noi dy. Ghe
ngo chinh 1a mot trong nhitng minh ching
sinh dong cho diéu do.

Trong van hoa cta nguoi Khmer ciing
tdn tai tdp tuc mot nguodi con trai bat ky
trong gia dinh phai di tu (cao dau, xuét gia)
khi ¢6 cha hodc me mat. Phong tuc d6 duogc
ngudi Khmer giai thich bang cau chuyén vé
vi Vua Prasabanh AsoOrras Teachea. Cau
chuyén cho thdy rang, hinh twong Naga
trong van hda cua nguoi Khmer con dugc
dai dién cho tim 1y néng gian nhat thoi cua
con nguoi, néu vuot qua dugc thi n6 s€ tro
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thanh anh minh, séng sudt. Theo truyén ké
nay, voi nguoi Khmer, khi 6ng ba, cha me
hodc nguoi than sip qua doi thi phai moi
cac vi su hodc Achar Du-ky dén dé tung
kinh Apithom (Kavdda) dé ngudi than cia
minh ra di mot cach thanh than, khong con
luyén tiéc canh doi. Con chau ciing khong
dugc khdc than 1am cho nguoi chét ban tam,
hon gian. Cau chuyén nay, con cho thdy
ngudi Khmer Nam B¢ luon hudng dén cai
thién trong sudt cudc doi cua minh. Con
rong, dau 13 hién than cao quy (Vua
Prasabanh Asorras Teachea) nhung chi mét
sai 1am nho (néng gian trudc luc 1am chung)
ciing lam cho moi phudc bo tan bién. Néu
Vua Prasabanh Asorras Teachea han ché
duoc sy nong gian cuia minh thi dau phai co
don séng trong dau kho, song c¢6 don mot
minh trong rimg sau. Nhitng ngudi con lai
phai 1ay d6 1am tim guwong ma soi xét lai
than - tdm minh, thuong xuyén nudi dudng
dao dtrc, than tam (nhu hoang tir) md&i mong
ctru chudc lai 16i 1am cua cac bat phy mau
va ban than minh. Thong di¢p trong cau
chuyén d6 ciing cho ta biét dugc vi sao
nguoi Khmer Nam B9 ludn tin tudng vao
buc Phat, xem Phat gido 1a dan tc gido cua
minh, luén ludn hudng tim vé véi ngdi chia
trong moi hoat ddng trong doi séng van hoa,
xa hoi.

Trong 1 tang cua ngudi Khmer, ching
ta van thuong thdy ring c6 mot ngudi con
trai bt ky phai xudng téc di tu trude khi hoa
tang ngudi qua cb. D6 chinh 1a ngudn gdc
tor cau chuyén & cau chuyén ¢ trén. Nguoi
con c6 nhiém vu di tu d6 1a dé tra hiéu cho
ngudi di mat (véi nguoi Khmer di tu chit
yéu la dé tra hiéu), hoc tap theo ngudi con
cua vi Vua Prasabanh Asoérras Teachea, va
nguoi con trai Khmer xuét gia khi cha hoic
me mét phai chang doé la sy chudc 16i cho

cha me, thay thé cha me ma thoat tuc, lam
kiép Neak?

Tir day c6 thé thiy duoc gia tri gido duc
sdu sic ma ngudi xua gii gdm vao cau
chuyén ciing nhu tuc di tu bao hiéu ngay sau
khi cha me 6ng ba mat.

Nguoi Khmer véi biéu tugng Naga nhu
12 mot biéu hién cta khat vong vuon lén
chinh phuc ty nhién va chinh phuc chinh
minh. Cung vdi thoi gian, con nguoi da
“thién bién van hoa” biéu tuong Naga va sir
dung chung theo nhitng muc dich khac
nhau, song chinh nhimg gia trj tot dep cua
Naga trong tam thirc con nguoi lué6n mang
y nghia gido duc - dam bao sy ton tai va phat
trién cua no.

Két ludn

Rén - mot trong nhiing dai dién cua thé
giéi tu nhién dén vdi con nguoi - 1a hinh
tugng mau gdc, duge gin véi coi ngudn cia
sy song va tri tuong tuong. Di qua nhiing
khong gian, thoi gian khac nhau, rin di tro
thanh rin thiéng, thanh biéu tuong véi cac y
nghia, gia tri lién tuc duogc boi dép. Biéu
tuong ludn chira dung trong minh nhirng gia
tri da duoc vinh héng, 12 mot thuc thé séng
dong, luon ludn co6 su ludn chuyén, bd sung
nghia lién tuc. N6 dugc nudi dudng bang
nhitng 16i tu duy, nhitng tudng twong phong
phu cua con nguoi, c6 kha nang mo rong
nghia theo thoi gian. Biéu twgng c¢6 rat nhidu
dang thirc khac nhau, nhu: biéu trung, biéu
hiéu, d4u hiéu, nghia goi mo, ... trong van
héa déc trung ctua dan toc Khmer Nam BJ.

Ciing nhu nhiéu dan toc - toc ngudi
khac trén thé gidi, nguoi Khmer Nam B9
von di c6 su séng va gin két voi tu nhién -
trong d6 ¢6 ran - ¢6 thé noi 1a tir thud ban
dau mot cach ty nhién va bén chit. Nam Bo
1a viing séng hd ao nudc kénh rach nhiéu;
khi hau lai ndng 4m - méi truong phu hop
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voi ran; phu sa, sinh vat lai giau c6 cung cép
ngudn thire dn phong phu cho ran nén ran
rat nhiéu. Trong cudc sinh tdn do, ran vira
1a vat binh thuong (trong thirc an, thudc
chita bénh), vira la véat linh (trong tin
ngudng tho cling, sung bai; hdi hoa, diéu
khic, ..) tré thanh vat linh - biéu tugng Naga
mang nhimg ¥ nghia biéu tugng cao quy:
biéu twong cua ngudn nude, biéu tuong cua
c6i ngudn; va dong thoi véi nd 1a nhimng gia
tri vinh hang nhu gia tri lich su, gia tri tam
linh, gia tri gido duc, ...dong hanh, tuong
hd cudc séng con ngudi. Sy gin két nay da
thanh ban séc - von van héa quy bau cua
nguoi Khmer Nam BJ.
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