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Trong doi song van hoc, ching ta da timg ndi nhiéu vé phong cach viét (sdng
tdc, phé binh...), vdy cé phong cach doc khong? Va néu cé thi phong cach doc /a
gi?

Bai viét sau khi khc%ng dinh su ton tai ciia phong cdach doc vén hoc, xdc dinh
khdi niém, néi 1én biéu hién va sy hinh thanh ciia nd, da tdp trung trinh bay, phdn
tich va Iy gidi phong cdch doc ciia cong chiing Sai Gon - Nam B$ qua giong lich
sit. Pay la nhitng quan sat mang tinh ca nhan, la nhing dé nghi cu thé, tir mot
quid trinh trai nghiém dai trong con dwong hoc tdp, giang day va nghién ciru van
hoc.

Tir khéa: phong cach viét, phong cdch doc vin hoc, cong ching Sai Gon -
Nam B8, tam thé doc vén hoc, xu hidng doc vin hoc, hinh thite doc van hoc...

ABSTRACT
The literary reading styles of readers in Saigon and Cochinchine

There has been a lot of discussion about writing styles in our literary socie-
ties. How about reading styles, and how is this concept defined?

The present paper begins with a confirmation of the existence of literary
reading styles, a definition for this concept, and a description of its represen-
tations and origination. Subsequently, the reading styles of readers in Saigon
and Cochinchine, Vietnam throughout the history are presented, analyzed and
explained. This work is a constitution of the author’s personal observations and
specific proposals, which are accumulated from long-term experience of literary
studies, teaching and research.

Keywords: writing styles, literary reading styles, readers in Saigon and
Cochinchine, literary reading situations, literary reading trends, literary reading
configurations...

Trong doi song van hoc, chiing ta da timg néi  vdn hoc...

nhiéu v& phong cdch viét (sang tac, phé binh...),
vay c6 phong cach doc khong? Va néu c6 thi
phong cdch doc 1a gi?

Theo thién y, cling nhu phong cach viét,
phong cach doc van hoc la cé thuc. Mot cach cu
thé, n6 hién 16 qua viéc chon sach doc ctia doc
gia, qua cac bai phé binh, doc sch cta céc nha
phé binh va qua tinh hinh mot s6 loai sach béan
chay hodc ban & trong thi trudng vén hoc. Triru
twong va rong rai hon, co thé théy biéu hién cua
no trén cac phuong dién: tdm thé doc vin hoc,
xu huong chon doi twong doc, hinh thitc doc

* PGS.TS, Truong PH KHXH&NYV, PHQG TP.HCM.
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Phong cach doc bét ngudn tir nhéan t cht quan
(thién hudng, nhu cdu, s6 thich va nang luc, diéu
kién cta tirng ca nhan) va nhan td khach quan
(doi sdng van hoa, gido duc, vin hoc...). Phong
cach doc cd nhdn va phong cach doc cong dong
lu6n ¢6 mdi quan hé hai chiéu, chiu sy quy dinh
10 rét ctia khong gian vdn héa va thoi gian van
hoa.

Hoan canh dia ly, van héa va lich sir cla
Viét Nam d3 mang dén nhiing viing mién co dic
trung vin hoa riéng, trong do c6 dac trung doc
vin hoc, dic biét 1a cac trung tdm van hoéa nhu



Ha No6i va Sai Gon - TP.HCM. Trong pham vi
bai viét nay, ching toi tap trung trinh bay vé
phong céach doc ctia cong chung Sai Gon - Nam
B§. Do chua c6 diéu kign lam mot cudc diéu tra
x4 hoi hoc thich dang nhu I€ ra phai co, ching
toi xin phéac ra mot s& y kién dya trén mot quan
sét 1au dai 6 tinh cht c4 nhén.

C6 thé noi, & Viét Nam, doc nhu 1a mdt nhu
cau thuong ngay ciia dong ddo cong chiing, da
xuét hién trude hét & Sai Gon néi riéng va Nam
Bd noi chung. Boi, doc rong rai, trudc hét 1a bt
dAu bing viéc doc bdo. Ma bao chi thi c6 mit
trude ¢ ving dit nay so voi ca nudc nhitng bén
muoi nam'.

Thoat tién, bao chi mang lai nhu céu thong
tin, nhiing tin ttc tir chinh quyén ban xudng, 16
tin sinh hoat, tin quang céo: khong gian séng tro
nén xich gan lai va tré nén dong dat, dép tng
tinh hiéu ky, hong chuyén va tdn chuyén cua
con ngudi. Rdi ciing chinh bao chi mang lai nhu
cdu giai trf qua chit nghia: nhitng bai tho, truyén
ngén, truyén dai dan dan xudt hién.

Gén véi bao chi, vin hoc phai dap ting yéu
cAu cta didn dan nay vé nhidu mit: dung lugng
(ngén gon, hoic ding nhiéu ky: tidu thuyét feuil-
leton), dai chtng (d& hiéu), hip dan (ly ky, thoi
sw). Tinh chét cua bao chi 1am nén tinh chat clia
van hoc chit quéc ngit Nam Bo thoi ky phdi thai
va tir d6 hinh thanh nén phong cach doc van hoc
cta cong chung Nam B§: nguoi ta ¢ thé tiép
xuc v6i trang van hoc mdi ngay, vao budi sang,
nhu mot thire diém tam vé tinh than. TAm thé
doc 1a tu nguyén dé giai tri, da dan dan tr¢ thanh
nhu ciu hang ngay khong thé thiéu.

Nhung ngay trong thoi ky phdi thai cua vén
hoc chit quéc ngit, bén canh bdo chi con co
sach in. Du khong chiu quy luat ciia bao, nhidu
tac pham in thanh sich & Nam B9 thud dy van
duoc viét theo nguyén tic dai chung. C6 thé
noi, day la mot chon lya cia van hoc Nam BJ.
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Chon lya nay da dugc ghi nhan véi cum tir da
tr& thanh kinh dién ctia Nguyén Thong “loai van
chuong séng cham lau lach”, dbi lap véi “loai
van chuong lang miéu dai cac™. Sau d6, cac nha
van tién phong cua Viét Nam: Truong Vinh Ky,
Huinh Tinh Cua, Nguyén Trong Quén, HO Biéu
Chénh... da ké thira va phat trién bing phat biéu
va sang tac®. Tu do, mot nén van hoc dai chung
hinh thanh va phat trién, cyc ky da dang, cho
mai dén ndm 1975. Tai sao cdc nha vin Nam
B chon van hoc dai ching? Nguyén Thong thi
cho rang van chuong gin v6i qué huong, phong
thé. Truong Vinh Ky, trén con dudng quang ba
chit qudc ngt, da y thirc vé viéc nang cao dan trf
va chém hinh dung v& nhu cu hién dai hoa vin
hoc. Nguyén Trong Quan, nhin manh dén “10i
noi thudong”, va “su thuong cé trude mit ta” dé
nguodi ta ¢d long vui ma doc vén hoc. Ho Biéu
Chéanh, vi rat kinh nghiém tur traong hop Truyén
Thay Lazaro Phién ctia Nguyén Trong Quan, vi
say mé ding chit lidu doi thuong va ngén ngit
binh dan, du dng 1a quan huyén, la dbc phu si...

C6 thé néi tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoc &
Viét Nam bét dau vai viée dua van hoc thoat khoi
chén cung dinh, v& lai véi dong dao quan ching
nhan dan. Trong thiét ché ctia xa hoi tw san (xa
hoi dan suw, kinh té thi truong, giai phong ca
nhan...) vin hoc Nam B9 - Sai Gon mang nhitng
ddc diém co ban ctia van hoc dai ching Au My
vé thé loai (tiéu thuyét, truyén ngén), thi phap
(khung k¥ thuat), hinh thtc xuét ban (tu nhén),
phat hanh (linh hoat, rong rii)... O d6, sich van
hoc 13 hang hoa xudt ban hang loat. O d6, ngudi
doc 1a thuong dé. Nguoi viét va ngudi lam séch
cung mot 1ong bién vin chuong thanh nhiing
mén an khac nhau cho moi ngudi déu co thé
thudng thie. Vi vay, thud iy ¢ Sai Gon - Nam
B9, sau khi Truong Vinh Ky cong bd Truyén doi
xwa, Huinh Tinh Cta Truyén giai buon, nhiing
clu truyén dan gian Viét Nam lan luot duoc in

| Ké tir Gia Pinh Bdo 1865, nam 1905, Ha Noi méi c6 to béo chit quic ngit dau tién 1a Pai Viét tan bao.

2“Thur tra 1oi 6ng Dai tu ndng Pham Tric Duong” trong Ngoa du sao vin tdp. Din theo Doan Lé Giang, Tai liéu én tap
Véin hoc trung dai http://tailieu.vn/doc/on-tap-van-hoc-trung-dai- 1471826 .html, dan ngudn ngay 10/9/2014.

3Nguyen Trong Quan, Truyén Thdy Lazaro Phién, J. Linage, Libraire- Editeur, Rue Catinat, 1887: “toi c6 mét y dung
14y tiéng thuong moi ngudi hing ndi ma lam ra mot truyén hau cho ké sau coi ma bay dat cung inra it nhiéu truyén hay;
trude 1a lam cho con tré ham vui ma tap doc, sau la lam cho céc dan cac x{r biét ring: nguoi Annam sanh tri sanh tai thi
ciling chang thua ai! (...) t6i m&i dam bay dat mot truyén doi ndy 14 su thudng c6 trude mit ta lubn, nhu vay thi s& c6 nhiéu
ngudi s& 1y long vui ma doc; ké thi cho quen mat chit, ngudi thi cho déng giai phién mot gidy”.
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thanh truyén tranh (Nang Ut kiéng tién, Son
Tinh Thity Tinh, Cay tre trdm dot...); nhitng bd
sach dién nghia dich tir tiéng Tau: (Tum Qudc,
Déng Chu, Phong Than...); nhiing fruyén
Ném duge in bang chit quc ngit (Truyén Kiéu,
Pham Céng Ciic Hoa, Luc Vén Tién...), nhitng
tiéu thuyét cia H5 Bidu Chanh, Nguyén Chéanh
Sit, Phu Pic.., sau khi dang nhiéu ky trén béo,
s& dugc in thanh timg tip mong, gidy vang, ban
gia 3 céc, 3 xu. Vi vdy ma méi c6 tén goi 1a tiéu
thuyét ba xu.

Thué 4y, ngudi néng dan miét vuon Nam
B9, sau vu mua thu hoach, thuong 1én Sai Gon
mua sim. Trong céc thir hang hoa 4y thé nao
cling c6 mot tay nai ddy cac tap truyén mong
gia ré. Va roi, budi trua, budi t6i, hodc luc nong
nhan, ho nim lic lu trén vong, € a doc truyén
va nhitng ngudi phu nit 6m con hay bt chi ngdi
dua cot bén canh dé léng nghe. Cac bac xich 16
& Sai thanh thi luén cam trén tay t& béo hoic
tap truyén dé giai khuy khi ving khach.

Vay thi, c6 nhitng nam thang dat nudc ta 1am
than vi thire dan xam chiém. Nhung ciing chinh
nhitng nim thang 4y, cai thiét ché xa hoi van
héa theo quy luat kinh té thi trudng lai tao diéu
kién dé rai déu moi san phdm vat chat va tinh
than theo kiéu thugng vang ha cam dén nhitng
noi ma con ngudi cé nhu cau va tii rang rinh ¢6
ti tién. Va chang, ngay ay dt rong, ngudi thua,
1am choi, 4n thiét. Va ching, ngay iy dau c6 vo
tuyén truyén hinh, dau c6 may tinh...

Tt nhu cau giai tri, con ngwoi Nam B da
c6 mot ngudn sbng tinh than nhu vay, nho viéc
doc. Ho cam théy minh ndi két duoc véi bén
ngodi va thang bang, va hanh phic. Téi biét c6
mdt sb tri thirc Nam Bo chit nghia cuing minh,
song & cac nude phuong Tay ma lai v& Viét
Nam tim mua cdc bo sich truyén in kiéu éy
(sau nay chi con mot it & Chg Lon, Quén 5),
xem nhu cia quy: chéc véi ho, dé la ky niém,
1a khong khi cia mot thoi da qua, da timg gén
v6i cha 6ng ho, nhitng ngudi dan qué chan chét
yéu van hoc. Va néi cho cling, nhitng tac phim

ay rét chi 1a moc mac ma lai mang phong vi
riéng...

Nhung Nam B¢ khong chi ¢ vin hoc dai
ching. Noi day, tir cudi thé ky XIX dén nira
dau thé ky XX da hinh thanh nhiing dién dan
vin hoc, mé ra nhidu cudc tranh luén, tao nén
nhiing sy kién lam thay ddi doi séng van hoc
Viét Nam®. C6 thé n6i viéc am hidu ngoai ngi,
m& rong thong tin, khat khao ddi thoai da 1am
cho doi séng van hoc Sai Gon - Nam Bo ndi két
khong ngimng véi bén ngoai, thu hat nhiéu nha
vén ca nude. Lam vin hoc nhu véy, ddng nghia
v6i kha nidng thao luan tim toi dé tao ra nhiu
khéc biét va lam nén nhiéu sy kién moi. Cong
chung van hoc Nam B¢ di quen voi khong khi
séng dong éy, ho khong chiu dugc sy tu dong,
X0 cting, mot chiéu.

Sau 1954, Nam B¢ - Sai Gon thém nhiéu
cdy bt cli, méi tir Ha Noi vao, tir chién khu vé.
C6 thé noi, chua bao gio doi séng vin hoc tré
nén phon tap va da xu hudng nhu thoi ky 1954-
1975 & mién Nam®. Cong nghé in phat trién.
Sach & Sai Gon dep dan 1én. Toi nh¢ khi t6i
biét doc, i da co nhitng cudn truyén tranh dich
cua Charles Perrault: Thang bé ti hon, Nang Lo
Lem, Céng chiia da lira... in gidy cimng, mau
sdc tuyét voi, khong thua gi sach Phap. Réi cac
nha xuét ban bung 1én nhu ndm sau mua. Van
hoc Sai Gon trd sic, cuc ky da dang. Khong it
ngudi cm bit ¢6 trinh do cb ngit va ngoai ngi,
c6 kha nang tiép thu nhiéu ngudn anh huong
trong khong gian Dong Tay, kim ¢, da du nhap
nhitng 1y thuyét van hoc méi va tién hanh dich
thuat nhiéu tac phdm kinh dién, néi tiéng cua
nhan loai, rat ngan khoang céch véi thé gioi.

Chuong trinh giang day vidn hoc trong nha
trudng phd thong va sach gido khoa van hoc &
mién Nam thud dy rat thoang va mém, coi mo,
khong mé hinh héa, khong dinh kién, ton trong
khong gian su pham ciia nguoi thdy. Cip ba
trang bi tu duy, phuong phép va ngoai ngt. Tinh
than cua dai hoc 1a khai phong va tu tri. Khi hoc
sinh trung hoc d¢ nhi cép (nay la cip ba) phai

4*Thiéu Son khai sinh thé loai phé binh vin hoc 1929; Phan Khéi khai sinh Tho méi (1932); Cudc tranh luan tho méi bung

no.

$C6 thé ndi do 1a biéu hién ctia dan chti tur san: Tho HO Chi Minh, Té Hitu... duge ding & béo chi mién Nam. Théng 5/1968,
nha tho Nguyén Quédc Théi doc Bén kia song Duong ciia Hoang Cam trén Dai Phat thanh Sai Gon.
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hoc hai ngoai ngit Anh Phéap song song va ban
C thi c6 thém mdn Triét hoc (Luan ly hoc, Pao
dtrc hoc, TAm ly hoc), thi ho da thich cAm trén
tay nhitng cudn sach dich mang hoi huéng triét
hoc, bén canh nhitng tiéu thuyét hién dai cua
phuong Tay, va nhiéu khi doc ca cac loai truyén
gidi trf thinh hanh lic by gio' nhw kiém hiép
va trinh tham. Va khong thé thiéu 13 cac tap chi
vin hoc nghé thudt mang cac xu hudéng khac
nhau: tir Bdch Khoa dén Tin vdn, tit Sdng tao
cho dén Péi dién... Nhiing nha xuét ban duogc
xem 14 in sach céc tic phdm c6 gia trj lic bay
gio 1a Tri Dang, L4 Bbi, Trinh bdy, Giao diém...
Nhu vay do, ban doc Sai Gon - Nam B¢ hoan
toan khong dong dang. Tudi nao c6 sach do,
gi6i nao co truyén/bédo do. Cac hiéu cho thué
sach an nén 1am ra bén canh cac nha sach rong
than ai cho nguoi doc ngheéo vao coi cop subt ca
ngdy (ma nha sach Khai Tri 1a tiéu biéu). Thud
4y sach binh dan thi bia thuong mém, c6 khi
cling 1a to gidy mong ¢ hinh vé& khong mau.
Néu c6 in mau thi bia cling moéng, in gidy lang,
thuong ¢6 hinh v€ cac cd gai ky tén Lé Trung.
Con loai sach sang trong khong bao gid in bia
lang, giéy ciing vura, xép va trinh bay rat trang
nhd. CAm trén tay cudn sach thiy nhe nhang va
gin giii, khong nhu séch bay gio, lang 1dy, ning
né, hao nhoang. Khi vao dai hoc, hinh anh cac
ban sinh vién di trong san truong, cam trén tay
nhitng cudn sach méi nhu: Y thite méi trong vin
nghé va triét hoc (Pham Cong Thién), Tdm tinh
hién ddng (Tagore) Hoang Tir Bé (Sait - Exu-
péry), Ngé nhén (Albert Camus), Bt tré dong
xanh (J. D. Salinger), Cdu chuyén giong song
(Hemann Hesse), Mgt vong hoa cho nguroi cach
mang (Peter Abrahams)... cam gidc nhu bay
gid ho cAm nhiing c4i Iphone.

Mang ludi bao chi, xut ban, ndm trong co
ché kinh té tu nhan, duoc té chirc hoat dong
hét strc da dang, phan tang, linh hoat. Ho ¢6 xu
huéng va ddi twong ctia minh, gop phan khai
thac cac loai doc gia khac nhau, phat hanh hét
strc nang dong vé cac ving mién xa, kich thich
khong khi doc.

Nhu vay, khong khi va diéu kién xa hoi,
du 1a chién tranh va nhiéu x4o tron, van kich

DIEN DAN KHOA HOC -

thich cdm hirng doc va xu hudng doc tu do, tu
nguyén, da dang, phat trién.

Sau 1975, d4t nu6e théng nhat, nhitng tac
phém van hoc duoc xuét ban & Sai Gon - Nam
B0 lui vao phia sau, nhuong chd cho bd phan
vin hoc chinh théng tir mién Béc chuyén vao.
D6 1a dong vin hoc st thi, mang tinh gido duc
1o rét. Céng chung doc véan hoc & mién Nam
trd thanh nguoi hoc tap, rén luyén, dé trang bi
cho minh mdt nhan quan, mt y thirc moi vé
x4 ho6i va dan toc.

Tur 1986, v6i phong trao ddi méi, van hoc
Sai Gon - Nam Bo cling nhu ca nudc tré lai
v6i doi sébng binh thuong, ty nhién. Nguoi ta
goi d6 la giong véan hoc thé su, thé hién tat ca
nhitng vin dé, nhitng cung béc khac nhau cua
con ngudi, trong d6 nhitng nhu ciu c4 nhan
duge dé cao. Cong ching van hoc & ving dat
ndy lai tré nén da dang, tuy véy, hinh nhu vé 56
lwong va chat lugng nguoi doc, van khong thé
nao bing cac giai doan trudc day. Bude vao
thé ky XXI, hién tuong suy thoai xuét hién ca
trén binh dién sang tac 1dn trén binh dién tiép
nhén. C6 thé noi 1a doi séng vin hoc dang roi
tu do. Hoc sinh trong nha truong phd thong
dang cé dAu hiéu chan mon vin va ludi doc.
RAt nhiéu thiy co chi doc nhiing tac phim nim
trong chuwong trinh day. Va nhu vay loai cong
chung c6 hoc chiém phan 16n lai thién vé tim
thé doc nghia vu.

Nguyén nhéan cua tinh trang nay co ca yéu
t6 khach quan va chii quan.

Vé phuong dién khach quan, co thé ké ra
hang loat ly do: (1) thoi hoang kim cta van
hoc da qua, dé giai tri, co nhiéu linh vuc khac
canh tranh véi vin hoc; (2) khong c6 béo chi
va xudt ban tu nhan, kha ning chuyén nghiép
hoéa bi han ché; (3) khong c6 chinh sach tai trg
thich dang cho vin hda, cac thu vi¢n ngay cang
thidu kinh phi dé mua ddy du sach moi; (4)
hoat dong phat hanh sach kém (sach khong vé
dén cac tinh xa); (5) sach méc, in dep 10e loet,
trang trong mot cach phd truwong, phi pham;
(6) chinh séch kinh doanh chyp giut (gid thanh
cao, sau do6 ha gia, ra 1& dudng); (7) vin hoc
mang phat trién....
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Vé phwong dién chu quan: (1) cong chiing
doc khong rong rdi nhu xua, viée doc thu hep
trong nhitng nguoi c¢é hoc; (2) luc luong tré co
thoi gian doc nhidu va doc khoe 1a hoc sinh,
sinh vién thi phan 16n dén vé6i vin hoc véi tam
thé doc nghia vu, strc doc yéu va pham vi doc
hep; (3) thiéu cac nha vin chuyén nghiép, do
quén tinh tir x4 hdi bao cip; (4) nha vin thanh
thao ngoai ngit khong nhidu, do mot thoi gian
dai viéc dao tao ngoai ngit bi xem nhe, tir d6
viée tiép nhéan vin hoc thé gidi chim va yéu;
(5) thiéu vai tro cua diém sach, phé binh sich
dé kich thich va hinh thanh thj hiéu doc cho doc
gia...

Nhin chung, hién nay van hda, vin hoc Viét
Nam dang tré lai xu hudng tiéu thy, va TP.HCM
van 14 noi ¢6 sirc mua t6t nhat. Xu huéng doc
sach thyc tién va dai chiing dang tr¢ lai, nhung
thi truong sach Viét chua dap tng, van con
nhuong chd cho céc loai sach dich nhu ngdn
tinh, trinh thdm, truyén tranh... P4 xuét hién
thti choi séch véi mot sb nha swu tm sach cil.
Trong khi d6, loai cong ching tri thirc, duogc
xem la nguoi doc chu dong va cé chuyén mon,
van chua duge thé hién nhidu vai tro trén béo
chi. Cac dién dan vin hoc, thiéu véng cac cudc
thdo ludn tich cyc mang tinh hoc thuét.

Dé ¢6 duge mot t?mg 16p cong chiing vin

hoc ly tudng, va mot doi séng van hoc hién
dai va phat trién thuc sy, c6 18 Viét Nam cén
nhidu thoi gian va cong stic, voi sy quan tdm
thich dang ctia toan xa hoi. Trude hét, viéc ning
cao dan trf ¢6 1& 1a yéu cau hang diu, bén canh
viéc bdo ddm nhitng nhu ciu dan sinh tdi thiéu.
TP.HCM la noi ma cong chiing nhu cu giai trf
16n nhét nudc, va ciing 12 noi béo chi phat trién
hon ca. Nén ching khai thac thé manh nay dé
quéang ba van hoc dai ching. Theo thién y, viéc
doc vin hoc, so védi viéc xem phim anh trén céc
phuong ti¢n nghe nhin, c¢6 nhing lgi ich riéng:
trong khi phim anh luén 4p dit nguoi xem biang
nhiéu hinh anh lién tiép, van hoc cho phép
ngudi doc dimg lai dé suy nghi. Trén binh dién
rong hon, nim trong chién luge phat trién van
hoa, nén c6 sy can thiép cé y thitc ciia nha nudc
vé xuét ban, béo chi nhu: in tiét kiém, ha gia
thanh, canh tranh, phat hanh rong rdi, dic biét
chuy dén mang luéi phong doc sach, thu vién &
ndng thon. Bén canh do, can ¢6 cac to Tin sach,
céc muc diém sach thuong xuyén trén béo chi.
Hy vong trong mot twong lai gin, khi hé thong
giao théng cong cong & cdc d6 thi duoc hoan
thién, thi didu kién doc sach cua cong ching khi
di chuyén trén duong, nhu cac nude phat trién
s€ tang 1én.

TPHCM, 9/2014
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