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TOM TAT

Khai niém ““culture” (Anh, Phap), “kultur” (Btc) hinh thanh vao thé ky XVII & chau Au, dén cudi
thé ky XIX dum ¢ du nh- p dén phuvong Bong, lam hinh thanh khai niém == 7= ““bunka” (Nh- t Ban),
= 7£ “wénhua” (Trung Hoa), ““van hoa” (Viét Nam). T khi tré thanh thu- t ng  khoa hoc vao cubi
thé ky XIX, khai niém nay da dun ¢ dién giai rat khac nhau va da bién d7i y nghia nhiéu lan. Ty
nghia ban dau 1a gi4o hoa, “culture”/ “vin hoa” da bién nghia d chi cac nang | c tinh than, tiép do
mé r g nghia & chi cac hién tun ng nhan tao hinh thanh trong x& h™i loai ngudi. Va dén cudi thé ky
XX thi né dun ¢ thu hep nghfa & gén lién voi dan t¢, ¢ nguoi: Van hoa la tat ca nh ng hoat d g,
san ph mvagiatr, v tth vaphi v tth" do con ngudi sang tao va dun ¢ c4c thé hé con ngudi chap
nh- n, tuan tha, ph~bién, truyén lwu, gilp phan biét con ngudi véi t nhién, va phan biét £ ¢t nguoi
nay voi t t nguoi khac, dan t ¢t nay véi dan £ ¢ khac. \- n dt ng phuong phap phan tich - tThg i p
tw liéu va phrong phap so sanh, bai viét cung cdp nh ng nh- n thiic méi vé “culture”/ “van hod” va
y nghiia quan trong cia nh ng nh- n thirc &y d6i véi viéc hoach d nh cac chinh sach van hoa clia nha
nuéc va cach tng xir ddi vai van hoa clia ¢ hg dong xa h™ i, trong bbi canh toan cau hoa vé kinh té
va k¥ thu- t clia thé gidi hom nay.

Tir khéa: van hod, giao hod, nang | c tinh than, hién tun ng nhan tao, nhan hod, ban sac dan t ¢

ABSTRACT
Culture — a versatile category: Overview of the history of 400-year
changes of perceptions of culture

The concepts of ““culture” (English, French), “kultur” (Germany) were formed in the seventeenth
century in Europe, to the late nineteenth century were introduced to the East to form the concepts of
= 7 *“punka” (Japanese), < 7= “‘wenhua” (Chinese), “van hod” (Vietnamese). Since it became a
scienti¢ c term in the late nineteenth century, this concept has been interpreted very di erently and has
changed the meaning many times. From its original meaning of civilising, *““culture” has changed in
meaning to refer to the spiritual capabilities, then expanded the de¢ nition to denote arti¢,cial phenomena
in human society. And to the late twentieth century, its meaning has been narrowed to be attached to the
nations, ethnic groups: Culture is all of tangible and intangible activities, products and values created
by human, that are accepted, popularized and inherited by generations of human, help to distinguish
between human and nature, and distinguish between an ethnic group and other ethnic groups, between
a nation and other nations. Using the method of analysis - synthesis of materials and method of com-
parison, the article provides new perceptions about “culture’ and important meaning of the perceptions
in shaping cultural policies of the state and in behaving towards culture of the social community, in the
context of the economic and technical globalization of the world today.

Keywords: culture, civilising, spiritual capabilities, arti¢cial phenomena, humanisation, national
identity

1. Pit van dé

Vén hoé la nhitng hoat dong da cé tir rat xa
Xuwa, ra doi cung v6i con nguoi va dong hanh
v@i con nguoi. Nhung khai niém “culture”/ “van
hod” thi ra doi rat mudn. Va tir khi tré thanh thuat
nglr khoa hoc vao cudi thé ky XIX, khai niém

nay da dwoc dién giai rat khac nhau va da bién
ddi y nghia nhiéu lan. M6t s6 nha nghién ctu
da ba cong thong ké duoc hang tram dinh nghia
khéac nhau vé “culture”/ “van hoa”. Quan niém
vé “culture”/ “van ho&” chang nhitng khéc nhau
gilra thoi trudc voi thoi nay ma con khac nhau xa
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gilra cac nganh khoa hoc. Khai niém “culture”/
“van hod” xuat hién trong sach bao phd thong
dwoc hiéu khac voi khai niém “culture”/ “van
hod&” dung trong cac nganh khoa hoc xa hdi va
nhén van duong dai. VVa khai niém “culture”/
“van hod” dung trong cac nganh khoa hoc xa
hoi va nhan véan duong dai cling khac voi quan
niém vé “culture”/ “van hod” trong cac van
kién cla cac chinh dang va nha nuéc.

Trong cbng trinh The Sage Dictionary of
Cultural Studies, Barker (2004: tr. 44-45) da
tom lwoc lich st bién ddi nhan thirc vé khai
niém “culture”/ “van hod” nhu sau: Van hoa la
mot tr phirc tap va gay tranh céi vi khai niém
nay khong dai dién cho mot thye thé trong mot
thé gidi vat chat doc lap. Thay vao dé, y twéng
tot nhat vé n6 la mot dau hiéu hay thay doi
cho phép néi vé hoat dong cla con nguoi theo
nhitng cach thirc riéng biét va khac nhau, cho
nhiéu muc dich khac nhau. Tt la, khai niém
vé van hoa la mot cong cu it nhiéu hitu ich cho
chdng ta voi tu cach la mot dang thirc cua doi
song, va cach st dung cting nhu nhitng y nghia
clia nd tiép tuc thay dai vi cac nha tv twdng da
hy vong ‘lam’ nhitng diéu khac nhau véi né.

‘Nhirng cach néi di kiéu vé van hoa trong
cac nghién cru van hoa bao gém van hoa nhw
toan bd cach séng; giong nhu mdt ngbn ngi;
giéng nhu dugc cdu thanh béi nhirng cai mang
tinh dai dién; nhu mét cong cu; nhuv sy thuc
hanh; nhw d6 tao tic; nhu sy sip xép khong
gian; nhu quyén lyc; nhu cao hay thadp; nhu
dai ching va phé bién. Nhi*rng cach hiéu van
hoa rat da dang nay khong dai dién cho cac
trwong hop cai dang khach quan chong lai cai
sai khach quan, b&i khéng c6 dinh nghia nao vé
van hod la sai 1am theo nghia miéu ta sai mot
vat. Tuy nhién, ching dat duoc cac muc dich
khac nhau va co thé it nhiéu dwoc van dung
trong nhitng thoi gian va dia diém khac nhau.
Khai niém van héa, do do, la cé tinh chinh tri
va khong chéc chén, va dé kham pha y nghia
hodc nhitng y nghfa clia n6 can theo d}i viéc st
dung né va nhitng hau qua kéo theo tir do. Khi
ma cac nghién ctru van hoé duong dai vyn co
st khac biét vé khai niém van ho4, thi diéu can
nhan manh la sy giao thoa gilta quyén luc vay
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nghta v&i mot tdm nhin nhum thic day su bién
ddi xa hoi va cdi thién diéu kién clia con nguoi’.

Nhuv vay, la mot van dé cli nhung khai niém
vé “culture”/ “van hod” dang can nhiing kién
gidi méi, phu hop véi boi canh boi canh toan
cau hoa vé kinh t€ va k¥ thuat clia thé gi¢i hom
nay. Van hoéa la gi? Van hoa xudt phat tir dau?
Cai gi quyét dinh ndi dung, tinh chét clia cac nén
van hoa? Nhitng cach hiéu qua khac nhau doi
vGi van hoa la do cach ti€p can khac nhau clia
cac nha nghién ctru, hay con do nhitng nguyén
nhan thudc vé thoi dai? Va van dé khong chi| la
dinh nghia mot khai niém ma c6 tam quan trong
I&n hon nhiéu, b&i quan niém vé “culture”/ “van
hod” sé gop phan quy dinh cac chinh sach doi
v@i van hod clia nha nuéc va cach (rng xr doi voi
van hoa cla cong dong xa hoi. Van dung phwong
phép phan tich - tong hop tv liéu va phuong phap
so sanh, chling toi s& ¢8 gang lam sang ta nhirng
van dé nay.

2. “Van hoa” l1a gido hod/ civilising

Thoat tién, cd phwong Tay Iyn phuong
Dong déu chwa cé sy thong nhat khai niém vé
“culture”/ “van hoa”. 1 phuong Tay, thoi dé

INguyén van:*Culture is a complicated and con-
tested word because the concept does not represent
an entity in an independent object world. Rather it
is best thought of as a mobile signi¢er that enables
distinct and divergent ways of talking about human
activity for a variety of purposes. That is, the concept
of culture is a tool that is of more or less usefulness to
us as a life form and its usage and meanings continue
to change as thinkers have hoped to ‘do’ di erent
things with it.

“The multitudinous ways that culture has been
talked about within cultural studies include cul-
ture as a whole way of life; as like a language; as
constituted by representation; as a tool; as practices;
as artefacts; as spatial arrangements; as power; as
high or low; as mass and as popular. This variety
of ways of comprehending culture does not repre-
sent cases of objective right versus objective wrong,
for none of the de¢nitions of culture is erroneous in
the sense of mis-describing an object. However, they
do achieve di erent purposes and may be more or
less applicable in di erent times and places. The
concept of culture is thus political and contingent
and to explore its meaning(s) is to trace its uses and
the consequences that follow from this. In so far as
contemporary cultural studies has a distinguishing
take on the concept of culture, it is one that stresses
the intersection of power and meaning with a view to
promoting social change and improving the human
condition™ (Barker, 2004: tr. 44-45).
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qudc La Ma chlf méi cé khai niém tiéng Latin
“cultura” véi nghia cu thé la “sy trong trot”. Nha
hung bién La M& Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43
trwdc Cong nguyén) la nguoi dau tién triru twong
hoa khai niém nay bung danh ngi an du “cultura
animi” (sw trong trot linh hon). Trong cong trinh
Tusculanae Disputationes (khodng nam 45 truéc
Codng nguyén), 6ng da viét vé su trong trot linh
hon hay “cultura animi”, st dung phép an du dé
chl| s phat trién ctia mot linh hdn triét hoc, la ly
twdng cao nhat cd thé co cho si phat trién con
nguoi (King, 1927).

Trong thé ky XVII, vao cudi thoi ky Phuc
hung (Renaissance), khai niém “cultura” da tai
xuét hién & chau Au, bién am thanh “culture”
trong tiéng Phap, tiéng Anh, “kultur” trong tiéng
Btrc, v.v., va dwgce st dung vai mot ndi ham triru
tugng: viéc cai thién ho c cai hoa cac ca nhan,
d c biét 1a thong qua gi4o ct c. Trong cdng trinh
noi trén, Barker (2004: tr. 44-45) da dyn tu liéu
ctia Williams (1921-1988), mot hoc gida, nha van,
nha phé binh x* Welsh, cé nhiéu tac pham vé
chinh tri, van hoa, truyén thong dai ching va van
hoc, cho biét: 'Raymond Williams d& goi y rung
tlr van hoa (culture) da khaoi dau véi tv cach la
mat danh tlr chl| quéa trinh két nGi véi viéc trong
cay (growing crops), trc la sw tréng trot (culti-
vation). Khi dd@ ndy mam tir dat, khai niém van
hod da phat trién dé bao gom su hinh thanh con
nguoi dé tré thanh mot ngudi ¢é tu dudng (culti-
vated person) ttec la moét nguoi co gido duc (cul-
tured person)2.

Theo Tran Ngoc Khanh (2011): ‘Do céc cudc
dai x&m lang clia nguoi Barbares (nghfa la ‘man
di’, theo cach goi cla nguoi phuong Tay), tir
van hoa bién maét khai ngdn ngtr An-Au. Dén
thé ky XII va XlIl, thdi van minh thuong Trung
dai & chau Au, van hoa xuét hién tré lai trong
tiéng Phap, v6i y nghia thién vé ton gido la su
tho cling, ton tho (culte), d€ con nguoi phat trién
theo duong hudng thanh thién. Cho dén thoi
Phuc hung, nhét Ia giai doan Anh sang thé ky

2 Nguyén van: “Raymond Williams has suggested
that the word culture began as a noun of process con-
nected to growing crops, that is, cultivation. Having
germinated from the soil, the concept of culture grew
to encompass human beings so that to be a cultivated
person was to be a cultured person” (Barker, 2004:
tr. 44-45).

XVIII, tir van hoa méi c6 nghia rong nhu hién
nay. Van hoéa bao gom tinh than, tri thirc va sy
tinh luyén. Van hoa dong nghia vai tién bo, véi
cac gia tri pho bién; van hda trai nghia voi tu
nhién, man di va di doan. Toém lai, van hoa bién
ddi thanh van minh, la thanh tyu cla con nguoi
Ve tinh than, la sy sang tao khéng do ngyu nhién
- giéng nhv y nghia ban dau & Hy Lap va hau
nhu khéng con mang y nghia tén giao’.

‘Dau thé ky XVIII, van héa duoc dwa vao T
dién Han lam Phap (1718), vira cé nghia hoan du
(tr van hda trang thai dén van hoéa hoat dong),
vlra ¢6 nghia an du (tlr trong trot dat dai dén
cham sdc tinh than). Tuy nhién, van héa llc bay
gio con di kém véi bo ngi: “van hda’ nghé thuat,
van chuong, khoa hoc... dé xac dinh loai tri thirc
dwoc bdi dap. Trong Tl dién bach khoa, vin hoa
chi yéu vyn dugc coi la ‘trong trot dat dai’; con
nghta béng nym trong céc chd dé khac nhu: giao
duc, tinh than, van chuong, triét hoc, khoa hoc’.
‘Dan dan, ‘van héa’ thoat khai bo ngtt, dugc st
dung doc lap dé chll sy ‘hinh thanh’, sy ‘gido
duc’ ve tinh than. Luc dy da dién ra hién tuong
nguoc lai, van hoa chuyén bién tlr hoat dong
(gido huén) sang trang thai (tinh than duoc day
dd vun dap; ca nhan & tinh trang “c6 van héa’).
Van hoa phat trién thanh cac khai niém. Céc nha
tw twdng thé ky Anh sang quan niém van héa la
dac trung riéng c6 cda loai nguoi’.

W phuong Bong trede day, cac nwdc Trung
Hoa, Nhéat Ban va Viét Nam chl| c6 nhitng khai
niém twong can véi “culture”/ “van hod” nhw
“wén”, “bun”, “van” (letters), “hud”, “ka”,
“hod” (transforming), “wénzhi”, “bunchi”, “van
tri” (civil administration), “jiaohua”, “kyoka”,
“giao hod” (civilising), v.v. Vao cudi thé ky XIX,
khi tiép thu van hoa phuong Tay, cac nha Duy
Tan Nhat Ban méi phdi hgp y nghia cua hai tir
“punchi” va “kyoka” dé tao ra danh tr < 7
“punka” ttrc “van hod” nhym dién dat khai niém
“culture”. Danh tir nay da duoc cac nha Duy Tan
Trung Hoa mau chdng tiép thu dé tao ra danh
tlr X 72 “wénhud”. Theo tv liéu clia Kiéu Thu
Hoach (2012): “Trong sach Trung Qudc van hoa
str tam bach dé (1987) & bai Tong luan, Muc 1.
Van hoé la gi? Céc tac gia viét: ‘Van hoa nhat ttr,
ky y nghia hién nhién di* co dai dich bat dong.
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Tha thi thap ctru thé ky mat, thong qua Nhat van
chuyén dich, tong Tay phwong dyn tién dich’ (Vé
tr van hod, y nghta ctia n6 r} rang la khong gidng
nhw thoi ¢d. Tr nay von dugc chuyén dich tir
thuat ngtr phrong Tay qua Nhat van, vao cudi thé
ky X1X)’. Con cac nha Duy Tan - Bong Du Viét
Nam ciing bd sung vao von tlr vung ctia minh
danh tlr “van hoa” bén canh cac khai niém da c6
nhu “van hién” (civilisation), “van vat” (civi-
lised). € nghia cla cac khai niém “bunka”, “weé-
nhua”, “van hod” khi dy la xuat phat tir y nghia
clia khai niém “culture” & chau Au dwong thoi.

3. “Vin hoa” la niing lyc tinh than/ spir-
itual capabilities

Trong ltc do6, & phwong Tay, tlr cudi thé ky
XIX dén dau thé ky XX, cac nha khoa hoc da st
dung khai niém “culture” theo nghia méi, dé chl|
m t nang | ¢ con ngudi ph™ quat. D6 la nhirtng
nang luc tinh than do gido hod ma cé, duoc hinh
thanh trong xa hoi loai nguoi, va dwgc con ngudi
ké thira, thu d&c trong qué trinh chung séng ciing
dong loai. Mac du, nang luc thé chat cua con
nguoi kém xa dong vat, va mac du nhiéu cong
dong ngudi ¢ doi séng vat chat rat so khai, con
nguoi vyn ty phan biét minh véi ty nhién va ty
nang minh Ién khai hang dong vat nho vao cac
nang lwc tinh than.

TU quan niém do, gi¢i dan téc hoc, nhan hoc
phwong Tay llc by gio da dong nhét khai niém
“culture” v&i khai niém “civilization” (van minh)
va dong khung n6 trong cac hoat @ hg van hoa
tinh than. Tiéu biéu la quan niém ctia nhasang lap
nhan hoc x& héi Anh, Tylor (1832-1917), duwgc
xem la ngudi dau tién dua ra dinh nghia khoa hoc
cho thuat ngl* “culture”. Trong c6ng trinh Primi-
tive Culture (Van hoa nguyén thuy, 1871), 6ng
Vviét: “Van hoa hodc van minh, hiéu theo nghia
rong nhat cla dan tdc hoc, la cai toan thé phirc
hop bao gébm nhan thic, tin nguéng, nghé thuat,
dao dtrc, phap luat, phong tuc va céac nang luc
ho3c tap tuc khac do con ngudi thu dic voi tw
cach thanh vién xa hoi’ (Tylor, 1958)°.
3Nguyén van: ‘Culture, or civilization, taken in its
broad, ethnographic sense, is that complex whole
which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law,

custom, and any other capabilities and habits ac-
quired by man as a member of society’ (Tylor, 1958).
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Tuong tv la quan niém cuta nha tho, nha phé
binh van hoa nguoi Anh Matthew Arnold (1822-
1888). Theo Barker (2004: tr. 44-45), ‘trong
thé ky XIX, r} rang la “c6 gido duc’ (cultured)
khong c6 nghta la tat cd moi ngudi déu duoc khai
hoa (civilized) ngang nhau. Trong tinh hudng té
nhét, kha nang dugc gido duc dwgc coi la mot
san pham cua sw chon loc tw nhién, con trong
tinh hudng t6t nhat thi n6 la mot diéu kién duoc
ky vong va doi hai trén thuc té béi cac 16p hoc.
Do dé Matthew Arnold ¢é quan diém ring viéc
thu dac van hoda la phuong tién cho su hoan thién
dao dtic va cai t6t trong xa hoi. 1 day, van hoa
nhu 1a ‘van minh’ (civilization) nhén loai dwgc
ddi trong vai ‘tinh trang hon loan’ (anarchy) ctia
‘s dong non nét va thiéu tu dudng’ (raw and
uncultivated masses)’“.

N Blrc, dwong thoi van hoa cling dugc dong
nhat véi cac thanh qua tinh than. Theo Tran
Ngoc Khanh (2011): ‘Ké tir thé ky XIX, dudi
anh hwéng clia chd nghia dan toc Brc, khai niém
kultur c6 khuynh hwéng vach ra gii han, gia c6
cac khac biét dan téc va nhym dinh nghta ‘tinh
cach Buc’. B4 khong chll 1a tinh doc dao, tinh
riéng biét tuyét déi, ma goém ca tinh wu viét cla
van héa Blrc. Van hda theo quan niém & Buc
Ia toan thé cac thanh qua vé nghé thuat, tri thirc
va dao dirc cdu thanh di san cdia mot dan toc,
lam nén tang cho sy thdng nhét. D6 la cac thanh
qua tinh than, khoéng lyn 16n voi cac thanh tuu k§
thuat gan véi tién bo cong nghiép, xudt phat tir
thuyét duy Iy vo hon. K€ tir do, van minh dugc
coi 14 tién bd vat chat, gén véi phat trién kinh té
va k¥ thuat’.

My, nha nhan hoc Sapir (1884-1939), mot
trong nhirng nguoi sang 1ap chuyén nganh ngbn
ngtr hoc nhan hoc MY, trong cong trinh
guage: An introduction to the study of speech

Lan-

“Nguyén van: ‘during the nineteenth century it was
apparent to the ‘cultured’ that not all persons were
equally civilized. At worst the capability to be cul-
tured was held to be a product of natural selection,
at best it was a condition to be aspired to and ac-
quired by, in practice, the educated classes. Hence
Matthew Arnold’s view that acquiring culture was
the means toward moral perfection and social good.
Here culture as human ‘civilization’ is counterpoised
to the *anarchy’ of the ‘raw and uncultivated masses”
(Barker, 2004: tr. 44-45).
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(Ngbn ngit: Dyn luan vao viéc nghién ctu tiéng
noi, 1921) cling gidi thich khai niém van hoa
theo chiéu hudng nhu vy, nhing ngan gon hon:
“Van hoa, nghta la sv tdp hop nhitng phong tuc
va tin ngudng c6 tinh ké thira trong xa hoi, quy
dinh céc sinh hoat ctia doi séng chdng ta” (Sapir,
2000).

4. “Van hoa” 1a hién twgng nhan tao/ arti-
ficial phenomena

T khi tré thanh mo6t khai niém trung tam
trong dan téc hoc va nhan hoc, “culture” da
nhanh chéng dugc mé rong nghia. Xét thay rung
nhitng nang lyc cta con ngudi khéng chlif Ia cac
hoat dong tinh than, gi¢i khoa hoc phwvong Tay
da chuyén sang dung khai niém “culture” dé chl|
m"t loat cac hién tu" ng clia con nguoi, hinh
thanh trong xa h™1 loai ngudi ma khong do th a
ké di truyén.

Nha khoa hoc dau tién mé rong ngoai dién
cho khai niém “culture” cé I& la Nikolai Yakovle
Danilevsky (1822-1885), nha tw nhién hoc, kinh
t€ hoc, dan tdc hoc, triét hoc, st hoc ngudi Nga.
Do tam tri thic rdng 16n ctiia minh, Danilevsky
quan niém van hoa khéng chl| bao gdbm cac nang
Ivc tinh than ma ca cac thanh qua kinh t€, khoa
hoc va cong nghé. Theo Mikhail Epstein (2007):
‘I Nga, khai niém vé tinh hi*u co cla van hoa
c6 sém nhat trong cong trinh cta Nikolai Dani-
levsky, triét gia Slavo cudi thé ky XIX - nguoi
trvdc Oswald Spengler nira thé ky. Nikolai Da-
nilevsky dd néu ra mot so loai hinh lich st - van
hoa (cultural-historical types), bao gém ca ‘loai
hinh chau Au’ va ‘loai hinh Slavo’. Theo Dani-
levsky, van héa la khai niém rat rong, bao goém 4
loai hoat dong: tin ngudng, chinh tri, kinh té - xa
hdi, va cac hoat dong van héa hiéu theo nghia
hep (nghé thuat, khoa hoc, va cdng nghé)’.

Con ngu i dau tién dwa ra dinh nghfa mé rong
ndi ham cla “culture” cé I& Ia nha hoa hoc nguoi
Btc Friedrich Wilhelm Ostwald (1853-1932).
Trong tdc pham Energetische Grundlagen der
Kulturwissenschaft (Nén tdng nang lwgng cla
khoa hoc van hoa, 1909), éng viét: “Chlng ta
goi nhi*tng gi phéan biét con nguoi voi dong vat
la van hoa” (Ostwald, 1909; Pham Buc Duong,
2013: tr. 49, 53). La mot nha héa hoc danh tiéng

duoc tang giai Nobel (ndm 1909), Ostwald cling
quan tdm dén nhiéu lanh vuc khéc, bao gom triét
hoc. Binh nghia don gian va suc tich ctia 6ng vé
“culture” d& khac phuc duoc I6i dinh nghta liét ké
dai dong, va con dem lai cho khai niém nay mot
ndi ham rong Ién, bao gom tét ca cac hién tvong
riéng cé & con nguoi, gitp phan biét con nguoi
V@i cac loai dong vat.

Trong cong trinh The Evolution of Culture:
The Development of Civilization to the Fall of
Rome (Sw tién hoa clia van hoa: Sy phat trién clia
van minh dyn dén su sup d6 cla La M4, 1959),
nha nhan hoc My White (1900-1975) cling quan
niém vé “culture” nhu la mot hién twong clia con
nguoi noi chung, la toan b tat ca cac hoat dong
van hda clia con ngudi trén hanh tinh (the total
of all human cultural activity on the planet), va
tuyén b6 khong néi vé “culture” dudi dang sd
nhiéu (cultures). Theo White (1959), van hoa bao
gdm ba thanh t6 cé quan hé tuong tac véi nhau:
cong nghé, xa hdi, tv tudng. Trong dd, thanh t6
cong nghé déng vai tro chinh hodc la yéu t6 quyét
dinh chinh chiu trach nhiém cho sv tién hoa clia
van hoa.

Dong thoi véi sv mé rdng pham vi cla van
hod tir cac nang luc tinh than sang cac thanh tyu
kinh té, khoa hoc va céng nghé, trong gigi nghién
ctru van hod ciing da hinh thanh hodc tan thanh
quan niém phéan biét “van hoa cao” vai “van hoa
thdp”, do sv chénh léch hién nhién vé kinh t€,
khoa hoc va cong nghé gilta cac nén van hoda va
trong mot nén van hod. Nhu nhan dinh cla nha
phé binh van hoc ngudi Anh Leavis (1895-1978):
‘Nén van hoa cao hay van hoa van hoc (high or
literary culture), dat dwgc trong truyén théng
nghé thuat va hoc thuat, vyn con tiép dién va nudi
dudng kha nang ky thi gitra cai tét nhat va cai xau
nhét cla van hoa; tirc la gitra cac quy chuan vé
nhitng san pham t6t véi ‘s nghién ngap’ (addic-
tions) va ‘su dién loan’ (distractions) ctia van hoa
dai ching’ (Barker, 2004: tr. 44-45)°.

1 Viét Nam, trong nhirng ndm trwéc va sau

SNguyén van: “The English literary critic F.R. Leavis
was to hold that high or literary culture, captured in the
artistic and scholarly tradition, kept alive and nurtured
the ability to discriminate between the best and the worst
of culture; that is, between the canon of good works
and the ‘addictions’ and “distractions’ of mass culture”
(Barker, 2004: tr. 44-45).
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Céach mang thang Tam 1945, cling ph6 bién
nhirng quan niém xem “van hod” bao gom tat
ca nhitng hoc thuat tu twdng, cac sinh hoat kinh
té, chinh tri, xa hdi, phong tuc tap quan, v.v. cla
loai nguai. Tiéu biéu la quan niém ctia Dao Duy
Anh (1904-1988), nguoi Viét Nam dau tién khao
clru vé van hoa Viét Nam theo phuong phéap luan
phuong Tay. Trong cong trinh Viét Nam van hoa
str cwong (1938), 6ng viét: “Nguoi ta thwong cho
ryng van hoa la chll nhitng hoc thuat tu twdng clia
loai nguwoi, nhan thé ma xem van hoa von cé tinh
chéat cao thugng dac biét. Thuc ra khong phai
nhu vay. Hoc thuat tv twdng c6 nhién la & trong
pham vi clia van hoa nhwng pham sur sinh hoat vé
kinh té, vé chinh tri, vé xa hoi cung hét thay cac
phong tuc tap quan tam thuong lai khéng phai la
& trong pham vi van hoa hay sao? Hai tiéng van
hoa chang qua I chij chung tat c& cac phuong
dién sinh hoat cua loai nguoi cho nén ta cé thé
noi rung: Van hoa tire la sinh hoat” (Bao Duy
Anh, 1998: tr. 13).

Tuwong ty 1a mot quan niém dwgc HO Chi
Minh (1890-1969) ghi lai trong tac pham Ngt ¢
trung nh-t ky (1942-1943): ‘€ nghia cuta van
hoa: Vi Ié sinh ton cling nhu muc dich clia cudc
song, loai ngwti mGi sang tao va phat minh ra
ngdn ngtt, chir viét, dao dic, phap luat, khoa
hoc, ton gido, van hoc, nghé thuat, nhitng céng
cu cho sinh hoat hung ngay vé mac, an, & va cac
phuong thirc str dung. Toan bé nhiing sang tao
va phat minh dé ttc la van hoa. Van hoa la su
tong hop clia moi phuong thirc sinh hoat cting
vGi biéu hién clia nd ma loai nguoi da san sinh
ra nhym thich &ng nhitng nhu cau doi séng va
doi héi cla sy sinh ton’ (H6 Chi Minh, 2000: tr.
431).

Trong quan niém cla cac hoc gia Viét Nam
lic béy gio, cac dan toc déu co “van hod” voi
trinh d6 cao thap khac nhau, va phai dat t6i mot
mic phat trién nao dé thi “van hod” moi tré
thanh “van minh”. Nhu phéat biéu clia Dao Duy
Anh trong Viét Nam van hoa st cvong (1938):
“Van hoa da tirc la sinh hoat thi khéng ké la dan
toc van minh hay dd man déu c6 van hoa riéng
ctia minh, chlf khac nhau vé trinh d6 cao thdp ma
thoi. Vi du van hoa clia cac dan toc Au MY thi
cao, ma van hoa clia cac dan téc & Phi chau, Uc

76

chau cung cac giébng ngudi Muwong, Man, Moi...
& nuéc ta thi thdp’ (Bao Duy Anh, 1998: tr. 13).
Va nhu phat biéu ctia Treong Chinh (1907-1988)
trong cdng trinh Chl nghia Méc va van hoa Viét
Nam (1948): ‘Van hoa la mot van dé rat Ién, bao
gdm ca van hoc, nghé thuat, khoa hoc, triét hoc,
phong tuc, ton gido... C6 ngudi cho van hoa va
van minh Ia mot. Nhung trong lich st cé nhiéu
dan tdc chua c6 van minh song d& c6 van hoa.
Van hoa slc tich, phat trién t¢i mot mirc nao do
mai thanh van minh’ (Trudng Chinh, 1974: tr. 9).

Trong cac thap nién 1960-1980, cac nha
nghién cttu khoa hoc xa hoi co tén tubi & Viét
Nam nhw Tran Ti, Nguyén Hong Phong, Tran
Binh Hwou, Phan Ngoc, Tran Quéc Vuong,
bang Nghiém Van... c6 quan niém chung rung:
‘Van hoa la tat cd nhitng gi Con nguoi sang tao
ra, la nhan hod. Van hoa la tat ca nhiing gi khong
phai cla ty nhién. Van hoa la cai phan biét dugc
con nguoi vai cac sinh vat khac, la cai phan cla
moi treong do con nguoi sang tao ra. Van hoa
la ddi lap voi tv nhién v.v.” (Bang Nghiém Van,
2010: tr. 18).

V@i nhitng quan niém nhuw vay, trong khoang
thoi gian tr cudi thé ky X1X dén gitra thé ky XX,
ndi ham va ngoai dién cta “culture”/ “van hoa”
da dwgc mé rong dén murc t6i da, nang khai niém
nay Ién thanh mdt pham tru bao goi tat ca nhirng
hoat dong, san pham nhan tao hinh thanh trong
xa hoi loai nguoi, song ton va doi lap véi nhitng
gi thuan tuy thudc vé “nature”/ “tu nhién”. Va
vi “culture”/ “véan hod” dwgc xem la bao goém ca
cé&c thanh tyu kinh té, khoa hoc va cong nghé,
nén trong gi¢i nghién clru van hoa da hinh thanh
hodc tan thanh quan niém phén biét “van hoa
cao” v6i “van hoa thap”.

5. “Vin hoa” 1a ban sic dan tdc/ national
identity

C6 Ié nhitng quan niém nhu vay vé “culture”/
“van hod” vyn ti€p tuc duoc lu hanh néu khéng
xay ra nhitng bién ddong manh mé cuta boi cadnh
thé gii vao ntra cudi thé ky XX. Theo Maruyama
(1996: tr. 31): ‘Nlra cudi thé ky 20 dwgc danh
dau bung nhiing phong trao chinh tri, xa hdi va
van hoa tién téi sy khong dong nhét va chia nha.
Nhiéu nwéc da gianh dwgc doc lap sau Chién
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tranh thé gigi thr hai; nhi*tng yéu sach chiing toc
da xudt hién tai My trong nhitng nam 1960; gan
day hon, nhitng phong trao ly khai ndi qudc gia
d4 ndi 1én tai Tiép Khac, Nam Tu va nhiéu nudc
khac. Tat ca nhirtng phong trao nay déu tim cach
phuc hdi mot ban sac dan toc, chiing toc hay van
hoé da bi xoa b& hay bi de doa’.

Van hod |a trung tdm cda c&ch con ngudi nhin
nhan, trdi nghiém va tham gia vao tat ca cac khia
canh clia cudc séng va thé gigi xung quanh. Vi
vay, cac dinh nghia clia con nguoi vé van hoa
duoc dinh hinh béi cac b6i canh lich st, chinh
tri, x4 hoi va van hoa ma nguoi ta dang séng. Khi
cac b6i canh dy da thay doi, nguoi ta sé hiéu va
doi hai mot cach hiéu vé van hoa hop thoi hon.

Sém nhan ra nhitng thay ddi dé la Raymond
Henry Williams (1921-1988), hoc gia, nha van,
nha phé binh xtr Welsh, véi nhitng tac pham duoc
xem la dat nén méng cho van hoé hoc va céch
ti€p can duy vat vé van hoa nhv Culture and So-
ciety (Van hod va x& hoi, 1958), Keywords (Cac
tlr then chot, 1976), Culture (Van hod, 1981)...
Theo Barker (2004: tr. 44-45): ‘Raymond Wil-
liams da tan dung tinh than clia mo6t cach hiéu
vé van hoéa trong nhan hoc thé ky XIX két hop
véi Malinowski va Radcli e-Brown dé chi| ra
van hoa nhv la ‘mot cach séng toan bd va riéng
biét” (a whole and distinctive way of life). Doi
v@i Williams, nhitng y nghta va su thic hanh cta
nhiing nguti dan éng va nhirng nguoi phu nir
binh thwong da tao ra van hoa. Theo quan diém
nay, van hoa dwgc hinh thanh bdi tdm tham cua
cac van ban, sy thyc hanh va nhitng y nghta duoc
tao ra b&i moi nguoi trong chiing ta khi ching ta
thuc hién cudc song clia minh. Ham y cla viéc
ap dung mot cach hiéu clia nhan hoc vé van hoa
lién quan dén cac nén van hoa cong nghiép héa
phuong Tay hién dai (cht khéng phai cac nén
van hod cla cac dan toc thubc dia) la ndi rung
tat ca ching ta déu c6 van hoa. Tat ca ching ta
déu biét ‘lam thé nao dé tiép tuc’ trong khudn
kho6 cudc song clia chiing ta. Xa hon nira, trong
bdi canh hién dai, mot dinh nghia ctia nhan hoc
vé van hoa da dem lai mot cong cu sic bén co
tinh chat phé phan va binh dang, béi vi dé Iinh
hoi van hoa nhu la ‘toan bd 16i s6ng’, can phai
tach khai niém nay khai ‘cac nghién ctru van hoc

nghé thuat’ (Arts). Lap luan nay giup hop thic
hoa viéc nghién cru van hoa dai ching va dat Ién
hang dau cac cau héai vé sw binh dang van hod’®.

Gop phan lam méi quan niém vé van hoa la
cac nha nhan hoc My. Theo cac nha nhan hoc MY,
con nguoi da tién hod rat xa dé cd thé phan loai
va thé hién céc kinh nghiém clia minh bing cac
biéu twgng, cé thé hanh dong theo tri twdng twong
va sang tao. Va khac vaéi gi¢i ty nhién, con nguoi
ding nhitng céch thirc riéng biét khac nhau dé
phan loai va thé hién kinh nghiém, va hanh dong
sang tao. Do do, van hoa do cac cong dong nguoi
séng tao chang nhitng gidp phan biét con nguoi
vGi tir nhién ma con gilp phan biét cac cdng dong
nguoi v&i nhau.

Nhitng bién chuyén trén da khién cho ké tlr
hau ban thé ky XX, trén thé gi¢i da phd bién mot
cach hiéu vé van hoa cu thé hon, khéng chif xem
van hoa la nhi*rng hoat dong, san phdm nhan tao,
ma con gan lién vén hod voi dan tdc, toc nguoi.
Tai HOi nghi lién chinh phi vé cac chinh sach
van hoda hop tai Venise ndm 1970, khai niém “van
hod” da dwoc dinh nghia mot cach rdt gdy gon
theo huéng do6: “Van hoa bao gom tét ca nhiing
gi lam cho dan téc nay khac voi dan toc khac, twr
nhitng san pham tinh vi hién dai nhéat cho dén tin
ngudng, phong tuc tap quan, 16i séng va lao dong’
(Mayor, 1989: tr. 5). Trong bu6i I& phat dong
‘Thap nién thé gi¢i phat trién van hoad’ (1987-
1997) t0 chtrc tai Paris ngay 21/1/1988, Federico
Mayor, Tong giam doc T6 chirc Gido duc, Khoa
hoc va Van hoé cla Lién hop quéc (UNESCO),
®Nguyén van: ‘Raymond Williams utilized the spirit of
a nineteenth-century anthropological understanding
of culture associated with Malinowski and Radcli e-
Brown to designate culture as ‘a whole and distinctive
way of life’. For Williams, it was the meanings and
practices of ordinary men and women that composed
culture. In this view, culture is constituted by the tapes-
try of texts, practices and meanings generated by eve-
ry one of us as we conduct our lives. The implication
of applying an anthropological understanding of cul-
ture to modern Western industrialized cultures (rather
than to the cultures of colonized peoples) is to say that
we are all cultured. We all know “how to go on’ within
our form of life. Further, within the context of moder-
nity, an anthropological de¢nition of culture o ered
a critical and democratic edge, since to comprehend
culture as a ‘whole way of life” involves splitting o
the concept from the ‘Arts’. This argument helps to
legitimize the study of popular culture and to put ques-

tions of cultural democracy to the fore’ (Barker, 2004:
tr. 44-45).
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da dién dat khai niém “vin hod” mot cach van
hoa, nhung cling cung mot nghia: ‘Van hoa
phan anh va thé hién mot cach tdng quat song
doéng moi mat cudc sng clia con ngudi da dién
ra trong qua kht, cling nhv dang dién ra trong
hién tai, qua hang bao thé ky, n6é cau thanh nén
mot hé thong cac gid tri truyén thong, tham my
va I8i séng, ma dua vao dé tirng dan toc khang
dinh ban sac riéng clia minh’ (Pang Nghiém
Van, 2010: tr. 19).

Pén ndm 2001, trén co s cac két luan cua
HOi nghi Thé gi¢i vé Chinh sach Van hoa
(1982), ctia Uy ban Thé gidi vé Van hoé va Phat
trién, Su da dang sang tao cua chiing ta (1995),
va clia Hoi nghi Lién chinh pht vé Chinh sach
Vén hod vi s Phat trién (1998), trong “Tuyén
b6 Toan cau vé Pa dang Van hoa” (2/11/2001),
UNESCO dé& dua ra dinh nghfa nhu sau: ‘Van
hoa nén duoc coi la tap hop cac dac diém tinh
than, vat chat, tri tué va cam xuc riéng biét cla
xa hoi hodc mdt nhom xa hoi, va ngoai nghé
thuat va van hoc n6 con bao goém cac 16i song,
nhitng cach thic chung s6ng, cac hé thong gia
tri, cac truyén thong va cac niém tin’ (UNESCO,
2001)".

Vi dé cao ban sic dan toc trong van hoé, quan
niém mai vé “culture”/ “van hod” cia UNESCO
da duoc cac nha nghién ctru van hoa va hoach
dinh chinh sach van hoa dan toc & cudi thé ky
XX nhiét liét hoan nghénh.

Nam 1984, tai Phap, mot nha st hoc goc Viét
14 Lé Thanh Khoi da dwa ra dinh nghta cho “cul-
ture”/ “van hod” theo hwéng do: ‘Toi dinh nghia
van hod la ‘mot tong thé cac sang tao vat chat va
khong vat chat clia mot cong dong nguoi trong
qua trinh quan hé véi thién nhién va voi nhitng
cdng dong nguoi khac, nhitng sang tao ma co
voi ho hay voi phan dong ctia ho mot y nghia
riéng xudt phat tir lich str da qua hay hién hanh
clia ho ma céac cong dong khéac khong chia sé’
(Lé Thanh Khoi, 2007: tr.15). Binh nghia nay
nhan manh vao y nghia cla van hoa. Mot yéu té

" Nguyén van: ‘Culture should be regarded as the
set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and
emotional features of society or a social group, and
that it encompasses, in addition to art and literature,
lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems,
traditions and beliefs’ (UNESCO, 2001).
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cling mot gdc cé thé cd mot y nghta khéc tir nwéc
ndy sang nuwéc khac, tr tdc nay sang toc khéac:
dao Phat & Tay Tang khac dao Phat & Trung Hoa,
dao Phat & Trung Hoa khéc dao Phat & Viét Nam,
& Nhat Ban, v.v. Van hoa la san pham clia mot
cOng dong chir khéng phai clia ‘con ngudi’: ‘con
nguoi’ la ai? c6 thé tach roi xa hdi dugc khong?”’
(Lé Thanh Khbi, 2007).

 Viét Nam, trong thap nién 1990, gi¢i nghién
ctru da dua khai niém gia tr, vao quan niém vé
“van hod” (Tran Qudc Vugng, 1998: tr. 24; Tran
Ngoc Thém, 1999: tr. 10, 16-18; Tran Ngoc
Thém, 2004: tr. 25, 28-29; Chu Xuén Dién, 2008:
tr. 12). Vi van hoa la tong thé céc gia tri vat chat
va tinh than do con nguoi sang tao dé dap tng
cac nhu cau, lgi ich, muc dich cta chinh minh,
nén ndi dung clia van hoa tat yéu gan lién voi cac
dan tdc, cac tdc ngudi la chi thé sang tao ra van
hoa d6. D6 la mot hé luan ma hau hét cac nha
nghién clru van hoa c6 tén tudi & Viét Nam ngay
nay déu chap nhan. Chéng han, theo Tran Quéc
Vuwong (1998: tr. 20): “van hoa mang tinh dan
toc r} rét”. Theo Nguyén Tan Dac (1999: tr. 26):
“Van hoa bao gom toan bo nhirng hiéu biét, sang
tao va cach (rng x& riéng ctia mdi dan tdc hinh
thanh, tich luy trong qua trinh hinh thanh ctia dan
toc do, né tao thanh cai cot 1}i cla gia tri va ban
s&c dan toc d6. Moi dan tdc hodc tdc nguwdi déu
c6 nén hodc von van hoa riéng clia minh’. Theo
Tran Ngoc Thém (1999: tr. 14; 2004: tr. 26): “van
hoa mang tinh dan t ¢t”. Theo Chu Xuén Dién
(2008: tr. 13): “ndi tGi van hoa la noi t&i mot cai
gi twong d6i 6n dinh, gan bo voi doi séng tinh
than clia mot cong dong von co gbc ré sau xa
trong lich st, tlrc vGi cai ma ta vyn goi la ban
s&c dan toc”. Theo Bang Nghiém Van (2010: tr.
18):,“van hoa gén lién véi dan tdc va toc nguoi’.
Theo Pham Birc Duong (2013: tr. 51), “Van hoa
bao gdbm ca doi song vat chat, xa hoi, tinh than
clia mot cong dong toc ngudi nhat dinh va cé
thé hiéu theo nghta chung nhat la tat ca nhitng gi
khong phai thién nhién déu la van hod’.

Doi vbi cac nha hoach dinh chinh sach vén
hoa & Viét Nam trong thoi ky D6i m¢i va hoi
nhap, khai niém “van hod” ciing dugc gan lién
v@i dan tdc chir khdng chlfla nhitng hoat ddng, san
phdm nhan tao chung chung. Ngay 16/07/1998,
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Hoi nghi lan thr ndm Ban Chéap hanh Trung vong
Déang Cong san Viét Nam khoa VIII da ban hanh
Nghi quyét “Vé xay dung va phat trién nén van hoa
Viét Nam tién tién, dam da ban sic dan tdc”. Theo
do, Bang Cong san Viét Nam xac dinh quan diém
xem ‘van héa la nén tang tinh than ctia xa hoi, vira
Ia muc tiéu vira la dong luc thic day su phét trién
kinh té - x& hoi’; ‘nén van hoa Viét Nam la nén
van héa théng nhat ma da dang trong cong dong
cac dan toc Viét Nam’; khéng dinh cha trwong xay
dung ‘nén van hoa tién tién, dam da ban sac dan
toc’... Ngay 09/06/2014, Hoi nghi lan thr 1X Ban
Chép hanh Trung vong Bang Cong san Viét Nam
khoa Xl lai ban hanh Nghi quyét s6 33-NQ/TW
‘Vé xdy dyng va phat trién van héa, con nguoi
Viét Nam dap (ng yéu cau phat trién bén viing
dat nuéc’. Nghi quyét nay tiép tuc xac dinh quan
diém xem ‘van hoéa la nén tang tinh than cla xa
hdi, 1a muc tiéu, dong luc phat trién bén virng dat
nwéc. Van hda phai dugc dat ngang hang vaéi kinh
té, chinh tri, x& hoi’; khéng dinh chd trvong ‘xay
dung nén van héa Viét Nam tién tién, dam da ban
séc dan toc, théng nhat trong da dang clia cong
dong cac dan toc Viét Nam, voi cac dac trung dan
toc, nhan van, dan chu va khoa hoc’.

6. Nhan dinh: nhitng hé qua ctia nhén thirc
méi vé “vin hoa”

Nhw vay, khai niém “culture” (Phé&p, Anh),
“kultur” (Btc) hinh thanh vao thé ky XVII & chau
Au, dén cudi thé ky XIX da dugc du nhap dén
phuong Bong, 1am hinh thanh khai niém “bunka”
(Nhat Ban), “wénhud” (Trung Hoa), “van hod”
(Viét Nam). Tt y nghia ban dau la gido hoa con
nguoi, khai niém “culture”/ “van hod” da bién
nghTa dé chl| cac nang lwc tinh than ctia con nguoi,
ti€ép d6 md rong nghia dé chl| cac hién twong nhan
tao hinh thanh trong xa hoi loai ngu i, va dén cudi
thé ky XX lai thu hep nghia dé gan lién v&i dan
toc, tbc nguoi. Trong gidi nghién ctru van hoa &
Viét Nam, ciing d& dién ra mot qué trinh thay déi
quan niém twong tw nhw vay, dé di dén cach hiéu
hém nay vé “culture”/ “vin hod”, c6 thé dién dat
nhu sau: Van hod la tat ca nh ng hoat d hg, san
ph mvagiatr, v tth" vaphiv tth" do con nguoi
sang tao va du ¢ cac thé hé con nguoi chap nh- n,
tuan thua, ph—bién, truyén lwu, gidp phan biét con

nguoi voi t nhién, va phan biét t t nguodi nay
v@i ' € nguoi khac, dan t't nay véi dan f'c
khac.

Nhan tht'c méi néu trén vé “culture”/ “vén
hod” da dyn dén nhi*tng hé qua quan trong vé
nhan thirc va thai do déi voi gia tri van hoa clia
cac dan tdc trén thé gidi. Van hoa gan lién voi
dan toc, toc nguoi, va lam nén sy khac biét gitra
cac dan toc, toc nguoi. Vay, khdng phai tat ca
nhi*tng gi con nguoi sang tao ra déu la van hoa.
Nhitng san pham, gia tri do con nguoi sang
tao nhung khéng mang ban séc dan toc, khong
“lam cho dan téc nay khac véi dan toc khac”
(chéng han cong nghé thong tin, k¥ thuat vién
théng, phuong tién nghe nhin hién dai, v.v.), la
nhitng san pham, gia tri thudc vé van minh - k¥
thuat, van minh nhan loai. Van minh, do dé, la
nhitng thanh tuu vat chét dé lan truyén, va vi no
gilp cho dan giau nuwéc manh nén cac dan toc,
cac toc nguoi déu can doi mai né dé vuon Ién
khai lac hau, déi nghéo. Nhung van hoa luén
ham chtra ban sdc dan t ¢, nén cac dan f ¢, cac
¢ nguoi déu can bao tdn nd d tranh khoi lai
cang, mat gbc trong khi i nh-p, d ¢ biét Ia
trong boi canh toan cau hoa kinh té va tin hoc
hoa vé gido d c, truyén thong. B6 la mot hé
qua vé nhan thirc rat quan trong clia quan niém
mai vé “culture™ “van hoa”.

Van hoéa gan lién véi dan toc, toc ngudi,
va lam nén sy khac biét gitra cic dan toc, tdc
ngudi; c6 nghta l1a méi dan toc, moi toc ngudi
déu co6 nhitng gia tri van hoa va truyén thong
vén hod cla riéng minh. Nhitng gid tri van hoa
va truyén thong van hoa ay duogc hinh thanh
tr khong gian van ho4, lich st ti€p bién van
hod, va tir qua trinh sang tao, thich nghi cla
tirng dan toc, tirng toc nguoi dé dap (ng cac
nhu cau ton tai va cac tac nhan ctia moi truong
van hoa xung quanh. Nhitng gia tri van hoa va
truyén thdng van hoa ay quy dinh cach lva chon
va cach (*ng Xx(* cla tirng dan tdc, tdc nguoi,
va duoc cu thé hoa brng cac thanh t6 van hoa
vat thé (muu sinh, am thuc, phuc stic, cu trd,
kién trdc, giao thong...) va van hoa phi vat thé
(t6 chic cong dong, tin ngudng, phong tuc, I&
hdi, van hoc, nghé thuat, ngdn ngi, giao tiép...)
mang ban sic clia tirng dén tdc, toc ngudi. Vay,
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nguoi ta khong thé xép hang cac nén van hog,
khong thé 1dy mot nén van hoa nao doé lam tiéu
chuan dé nhan thirc, danh gia nhitng nén van hoa
khac, nhu quan diém di Au vi trung (Eurocen-
trism) phd bién trong nghién ctru khoa hoc va
quan Iy van hoa & chau Au tredc day. Nguoc lai,
nguoi ta can phai cd quan diém khach quan, ton
trong su khac biét, ton trong nhirng gia tri van
ho4, truyén thdng van hoé clia cac dan toc khac,
toc ngudi khac. Quan di’ m binh dang vé céc gia
tr, van hoa gi a cac dan t'¢, cac t ¢ nguoi nhw
vay la mot hé qua nhan thirc quan trong khac ctia
quan niém méi vé “culture”/ “van hod” ma to
chiic UNESCO déa gbp phan xac lap.

Nhan thirc méi vé “culture”/ “van hod” ay
c6 mot y nghfa, tac dung rét quan trong doi voi
viéc hoach dinh cac chinh sach doi véi van hoa
cla nha nuéc va cach ¢ng xtr d6i véi van hoa
clia cong dong xa hoi. Van hoa hom nay la mot
pham tri ham chta ban séc dan tdc, nén cac dan
tdc, cac tdc nguoi déu can bao tdn nd dé tranh
khéi lai cang, mat goc trong khi hdi nhap vao
kinh té khu vuc va thé gi¢i. Va vi mdi dan toc,
moi tbc ngudi déu cd nhitng gia tri van hoa va
truyén thong van hod cla riéng minh, nén ngay
nay ching ta khong con noi “bao vé van hod”,
“chén hung van hod” chung chung, ma la bdo
ton va phat huy ban sic dan tdc trong van hoa.
Va diéu d6 khéng hé mau thuyn véi cac yéu cau
ddi méi, hoi nhap, phét trién bén viing trong boi
canh toan cau hoa hém nay.

Lién hé cac hé qua cta nhan thicc méi vé
“culture”/ “van hod” dy v&i cac nghién clru truéc
day, cd thé thay ring, tuy gi¢i nghién ctru khoa
hoc x& hdi va nhan van & Viét Nam da biét dén
nhitng nhan thirc méi vé “culture”/ “van hod”
trén thé gi¢i, nhung chua c6 cdng trinh nghién
ctru chuyén biét nao quang ba nhirng nhéan thirc
m@i &y cho ngudi doc. Tinh hinh d6 khién cho rat
nhiéu nha nghién ctu tré vyn con nham lyn gilra
thuét ngtt “culture”/ “van hod” dung trong khoa
hoc v&i khai niém “culture”/ “van hod” trong cac
ttr dién pho thong, nham lyn quan niém vé “cul-
ture”/ “van hod” hién nay véi nhitng cach hiéu
16i thoi, ddng nhat “van hod” voi “van minh”,
phan biét “van hoa cao” véi “van hoa thap”, v.v.

Tét nhién, bén canh nhirng nhan thirc méi ay,
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ching ta vyn phai chdp nhan sy ton tai nhitng
quan niém khac nhau doi voi khai niém “cul-
ture”/ “van hod”. B&i I&, ban than “culture”/
“van hod” la mét pham tru qua réng, trong khi
mdi nganh khoa hoc, mdi nha nghién ctru va
mdi nha quan ly cd thé c¢d nhitng diém nhin khac
nhau. Chang han, khéai niém “vin hod” trong
cac van kién dai hoi va cac nghi quyét co ban
ctia Bang Cong san Viét Nam c6 5 nghia chinh
(Tran Ngoc Thém, 2016: tr. 7-9), nhung khong
hoan toan giéng v&i 5 nghta clia khai niém “van
hoa” trong tiéng Viét. Mat khac, do tir nguyén
khac nhau nén cac thuat ngl biéu thi khai niém
“culture”/ *“van hod” trong cac ngdn ngi* khac
nhau cting ¢6 nhigu diém khéac nhau. Chéng han,
khai niém “van hod” trong tiéng Viét chll c6 5
nghia, nhuwng khai niém “culture” trong tiéng
Anh c6 dén 7 nghia (Cowie ed., 1992: tr. 220).
Cho nén, sy phong phu cta nhitng quan niém
khac nhau vé “culture”/ “van hod” la diéu tat
yéu, la sv binh thuong. Nhwng cho du phong
phi dén dau thi nhirng quan niém ay ciing khéng
hé mau thuyn hay lam mat gia tri ma nguoc lai,
con chirng t& nhan thicc méi néu trén vé “cul-
ture”/ “van hoa” c6 stc thuyét phuc ddi véi cac
nha nghién ctru khoa hoc x& héi va nhan van
clia Viét Nam va thé gi¢i hom nay. Van dé Ia,
sau khi tan thanh quan niém &y, gi¢i nghién ctu
khoa hoc xa hgi va nhan van can gép stic quang
b4 né va tiép tuc nghién ctru né. Vi rét cé thé
trong tuvong lai, nhirng nhan thic vé “culture”/
“van hod” sé khong dirng lai khi ma boi canh
lich st, chl’nh tri, kinh té va xa h(f)i”trén thé gidi
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